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General remarks on inflammation. Rheuma- 
tism. Acule rheumatism ; history ; symp- 
toms ; complications ; diagnosis ; treatment. 
Chronic rheumatism ; its treatment. His- 
tory and symptoms of nodosity. Dr. Hay- 
garth's table. Arthritis ; diagnosis between 
rheumatism and gout, Treatment of gout. 


GENTLEMEN :—There is some obscure con- 
nection between Intermittent Fever and 
Rheumatism, which induces me to proceed 
from the former to the consideration of the 
latter disease. In further connection with 
Rheumatism I shall treat of Arthritis aad of 
that singular affection, Nodosity of the 
Joints 

The diseases of which I have hitherto 
treated, are, principally, diseases of the 
general system, to which local complications 
are frequently added. The same remark 
may properly be applied, although with a 
less degree of force, to the diseases which I 
am now about to bring under the notice of 
my auditors. 

Pare inflammation itself has been con- 
sidered by some observers as the result of a 
previdus febriie affection. It is more gene- 
rally regarded, however, as the cause of the 
accompanying fever. What shall we say of 
rheumatism? There can be less doubt of 
the constitutional origin of arthritis, of ery- 
sipelas, of furunculus, paronychia, and 
carbuncle. 

Whenever a disease arises from a consti- 
tutional source it is apt to appear in more 
organs or parts than one. Now, we have 
occasionally inflammation in several organs 


simultaneously : meningitis, and especially 
pleuritis, occasionally co-exist with perito- 
nitis; occasionally pleuritis or pneumonia 
is double, or combined with pericarditis, 
In such cases there is generally a coustitu- 
tioval cause in operation, and the malady 
bears a far more serious prognosis. But 
rheumatism is, in general, a more diffused 
disease ; externally and internally it is apt 
to assail several parts simultaneously. As 
to arthritis, there is little doubt that it is 
of constitutional origin, and the same re- 
mark applies to erysipelas, boil, whitlow, 
and carbuncle, 

This is a practical view of the subject. 
The modes of prevention and of the treat- 
ment are alike suggested by it; diseases 
apparently so dissimilar are thus naturally 
and usefully grouped together :— 

I. . INPLAMMATION, 
1. Serous, 
2. Parenchymatous. 
3. Mucous, 
If, Rueomartism. 
a. Acute, 
1. External, 
2. Internal. 
6. Chronic. 
III. Noposiry, 
IV. ARrrnritis, 
a. Acute. 
1. External. 
2. Internal. 
b. Chronic. 
V.  EnRys:penas. 
1. Phlegmonodes. 
2. Erraticum, 
3. Cidematodes. 
4. Gangranosum, 
VI. Erystrrscas Nasi, 
VII, Foruncurus. 
VIII, Paronycuta. 
IX, Carpuncre, 


I,—INFLAMMATION, 


I have little to say upon inflammation in 
this place, having treated the subject fully 
already. I shall merely make a few practi- 
cal remarks upon it. 

The History —The usual cause of inflam- 
mation is exposure, and especially partial 
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exposure, to cold and oa It is then ge- 
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nerally simple, that is, confined to one tex- 
ture or organ. It is frequently, however, @ 
complication of other diseases or states of 
the constitution : it is then apt to be more 
diffused, and it is more disposed to induce 
morbid changes, and less to undergo the 
processes of resolution and reparation. This 
fact is so important, that pleuritis, for 
example, may be regarded as a curable, or 
as a formidable disease, according as the 
previous health of the patient was good or 
impaired. 

The Modifications of inflammation,—Be- 
sides the modification of inflammation in- 
duced by the condition of the general sys- 
tem, others are induced by the difference of 
textures of the part affected. We have, 
hence, the various forms of inflammation 
seen in the— 

1. Serous, 

2. Parenchymatous, and 

3. Mucous, textures, 
already noticed, 

The Symptoms,—Inflammation of the 
serous membranes is chiefly seated in the 

1. The Pia Mater, 

2. The Pleura, 

8. The Peritoneum, 
It is distinguished, generally speaking, 1, 
by acute pains ; 2, by the absence of the 
heat of surface, debility and tremor of the 
muscles, the aching pains, the affection of 
the head, the hurry of breathing, &c, ob- 
served in fevers; and 3, by extreme tolerance 
of loss of blood. 

Inflammation of the parenchyma of or- 
gans is seated in the brain, the lungs, the 
liver, &c. 

The Symptoms of this form of inflamma- 
tion are, in some respects, intermediate be- 


tween those of serous and mucous inflamma- | tion 


tion ; but they approximate far more to the 
former than the latter. There is less pain ; 
and there is less tolerance of loss of blood. 

Inflammation of the mucous membranes is 
principally seated in— , 

1. The Bronchia. 

2. The Intestinal Canal, 

3. The Urinary Organs, 

4. The Uterine Organs. 
It is characterised, 1, by less pain, and 2, 
by far less tolerance of loss of blood than 
inflammation of the serous membranes, or 
even of the parenchyma of organs. 

The Morbid Anatomy of inflammation has 
been already fully given. 

The same remark applies to the treat- 
ment. 

Il.—RHEUMATISM, 

Rheumatism occurs in the acute, chronic, 
and intermediate forms, and is external or 
internal in its seat. 

I,—Acute Rheumatism, 

I. The History—The acute rheumatism 

usually arises fromjexposure to wet and cold, 





and affects the young, the athletic, and the 
male sex principally. Chronic rheumatism 
is more frequent in females, the old, and the 
infirm ; and it is a frequent sequela of the 
acute form of the disease. 

Il. The S .—The acute rheuma- 
tism is denoted by a painful affection of se- 
veral or most of the limbs and large joints, 
accompanied by tenderness, and a slight de- 
gree of tumour, and of redness. The joints, 
and of course the muscles, are principally, 
and successively affected ; the pain is com- 
paratively slight during a state of rest, but 
rendered excruciating on muscular motion or 
effort. 

Acute rheumatism is further characterised 
by a great expression of pain, with excessive 
perspiration on the forehead, and a loaded 
and moist state of the tongue. The patient 
generally lies on his back, and especially 
avoids every motion of the body or limbs ; 
or, if he does move, he experiences an acute 
aggravation of pain, calls out, and gives a 
prompt check to the muscular effort. There 
is little languor or debility, little disturbance 
of the mental faculties. The general sur- 
face is usually covered with perspiration, 
which is usually acid; the skin is warm, 
pale, and often profasely moist: frequently 
with miliaria, and a peculiar odour is ex- 
haled. The pulse is frequent, strong, and 
full. The functions of the head are unaf- 
fected. Tlie appetite is sometimes little 
impaired. The bowels regular. The urine 
is acid and deposits a sediment of the 
lithates, especially on the decline of the af- 
fection. 

III. The Complications or Metastases.—The 
subject of internal rheumatic affections is 
one of the very deepest interest, and still de- 
mands a renewed and connected investiga- 


Rheumatism of the heart is that form of 
internal rheumatism best known. It was 
first distinctly pointed out to the pupils of 
St. Bartholomew’s by Dr. Pitcairn, in. 1788 ; 
afterwards it was particularly noticed by 
Dr. Baillie, by Dr. Odier of Geneva, Mr. 
David Dundas, and Dr. Wells; and it has 
been recently noticed by Dr. Latham, Dr, 
Watson, and particularly by M. Bouillaud, 
&e. The last-named author lays an unjust 
claim to originality, in reference to rheumatic 
carditis ; but he has distinguished, with 
great force, the external and internal forms 
of this disease under the apt designation of 
pericarditis, and of endocarditis.  ° 

The head ; the pleura, and the lungs ; the 
liver, and some of the other abdominal 
viscera, have also been supposed to be af- 
fected by rheumatism. But the extent and 
the limits, the history, the diagnosis, and the 
pathology, of internal rheumatism, are still 
to be ascertained. It may exist as a com- 
plication of external rheumatism, or it may 
poe place by metastasis, It then af- 
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1. The Pia Mater and Brain. 

2. The Pleura and Lungs. 

3. The Pericardium and Heart. 

4. The Pleura and Diaphragm. 

5. The Péritoneum, the Liver, &c. 

It must be admitted to be remarkable that 
so many who have written expressly upon 
rheumatism, have failed to observe its ten- 
deney to induce organic affection of the 
heart. 

Dr. Fordyce observes, “ The disease sel- 
dom proves fatal. Out of 87 cases, only 
two proved fatal. One was markedly a 
very sudden and unexpected transition to 
the brain. In the other, the disease seemed 
to be suddenly transferred to the vital 
organs, producing the most violent dyspnoea, 
and speedily proving fatal.” 

Dr. Haygarth says, “‘ Physicians have ob- 
served that the acute rheumatism is seldom, 
or never a fatal disease. This observation 
may be true, and is confirmed by my own 
experience, while it remains in its proper 
seat, the muscles and joints, and when not 
combined with other mortal maladies. But 
out of 170 cases, I have found 12 which had 
a fatal termination, either by a translation 
of the inflammation to the brain, lungs, kid- 
neys, stomach, or some other vital part, or 
as being found in combination with other 
diseases.” He deduces the following con- 
clusions from his observations: “ Ist, that 
seven fatal cases were combined with 
phrenitis ; 2nd, that three cases terminated 
with a sudden and violent diarrhoea, two of 
them combined with phrenitis, and the third 
with convulsions ; 3rd, that, in one case, 
when the pain and swelling receded from 
the joints, the patient was attacked with 
shortness of breath, cough, and spitting of 
blood, which soon terminated fatally ; 4th, 
that in three of the fatal cases the patients 
were so faint and Janguid that they were ap- 
prehensive of falling into a syncope ; 5th, 
that in two cases miliary eruptions accom- 
panied the rheumatism ; 6th, that in one 
there was a suppression of urine ; and 7th, 
that one was combined with a typhus fever, 
aud aphthe on the tongue and throat.” 

We cannot but read the following para- 
graph of Heberden with surprise :—* Rheu- 
matismi acuti dolores rarissime relinguunt 
articulos, et in viscera transeunt.” 

LIL. The Diagnosis.—These complications 
of acute rheumatism are distinguished by 
the same means as similar affections purely 
inflammatory. It is only necessary that the 
the young physician should be warned of 
their frequency, and especially of that of af- 
fections of the heart, in the course of the 
original disease. He is thus led to watch 
for them, to detect them early, and to treat 
them promptly, as well as energetically. 

But, besides this list of internal rheuma- 
tisms, there is a series of rheumatic affections 
of the parietes of the cavities, which it is 
very essential to distinguish; These are, 
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1. Of the Head ; hemicrania; or cepha- 
lodyne. 

2. Of the Thorax ; o1 pleurodyne, 

3. Of the Diaphragm. 

4. Of the Parietes of the Abdomen, 

5. Of the Loins; or Lumbago. 

IV. The Morbid Anatomy consists princi- 
pally in thickening of the articular fibrous 
textures—the ligaments, cartilages, and 
periosteum; and of effusion into the joints 
and bursa. 

V. The Treatment.—The first remedy in 
acute rheumatism is general bloodletting. 
This operation must be conducted on the 
principles already explained. There is, as 
in inflammation of the serous membranes, 
great tolerance of loss of blood; but rheu- 
matism is less under the control of blood- 
letting than inflammation. 

After general bloodletting, leeches appear 
to afford an important remedy. 

The other remedies are calomel and opium ; 
ipecacuanha and opium (Dover’s powder) ; 
antimony; guaiacum ; cinchona; vapour 
and warm baths, &c. 

Calomel and opium, given so as to induce 
ptyalism, have great efficacy, after blood- 
letting has been sufficiently administered, 
in subduing this painful disease. 

The colchicum is less specific in rheuma- 
tism than in arthritis ; but it is doubtless a 
very valuable remedy: the tincture, the 
wine, the acetous extract ; the three former 
in doses from ten to twenty minims, the last 
in that of from one to two grains, May be 
given three, four, or five times a day, so as to 
affect the system. 

When the remedies already noticed have 
failed, the cinchona, and especially the sul- 
phate of quinine, has been found effectual. 
One, two, or three grains, with a few drops 
of dilute sulphuric acid, may be given three, 
four, or five timesa day. Dr. Willan ob- 
serves, “‘ Some practitioners continue to let 
blood in most cases of acute rheumatism, 
thinking themselves justified in their mode 
of practice by the sizy appearance of the 
blood. The same principle might lead them 
to empty the whole sanguiferous system ; 
for, every time ,bloodletting is repeated, the 
blood becomes more and more dense, or sizy. 
I have farther observed that, by bleeding 
repeatedly, the pains, swellings, and febrile 
symptoms were not only aggravated at the 
time, but often protracted infinitely ; at least 
I have seen them continue, under sucha 
mode of practice, upwards of two months. 
The ill success of it probably first induced 
other practitioners to adopt an opposite 
plan ; when it was found that Peruvian 
bark, and vitriolated iron, or the precipitate 
of it combined with myrrh, as recommended 
by Dr. Griffiths, afforded both speedy and 
permanent relief.” Dr. Haygarth says, “ the 
principal purpose of his publication is to re- 
commend the Peruvian bark in preference to 
all other remedies,” 
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1I.—Chronic Rheumatism. 

I, The History.—This form of rheamatism 
is frequently the sequela of the acute. It is 
frequently, too, the gradual effect of long- 
continued exposure to damp and cold : 
soldiers, miners, the weavers who in Man- 
chester work below the surface of the soil, 
are frequently the subjects of this painful 
disease. 

II. The Symptoms.—In chronic rhenma- 
tism the pain is more fixed, and less gene- 
ral, and there is not even the slight tumour, 
or discolouration, or the tenderness, of the 
acute form of rheumatism. But the limbs 
gradually lose their power, their sensibility, 
and sometimes their wonted bulk even, and 
the patient becomes extremely lame. Or 
these affections take place in a slight degree 


only, 

IIT, The Diagnosis.—Chronic rheumatism 

must be distinguished from 

Periostitis, 
whether this be syphilitic, mercurial, or the 
effect of exposure to damp or cold, Peri- 
ostitis is apt to fix itself in the long or flat 
bones,—the cranium, the clavicle, the ribs, 
the ulna, the tibia, &c, It is usually distin- 
guished by detecting a spot affected with 
tenderness and swelling. 
It is relieved and eventually cured, by mer- 
cury carried to ptyaiism. 

IV. The Treatment.—Besides the remedies 
for acute rheumatism, others have been re- 
commended ia its chronic form, but chiefly 
guaiacum, the warm bath, blisters, lini- 
ments, Xc. 

The guaiacum has been given in chronic 
rheumatism in the form of powder, the am- 
moniated tincture, &c. 

To these remecies Dr. Bardsley, of Man- 
chester, has added the arsenic, and the cod- 
liver and ling-liver oil, in a work entitled 
** Medical Reports,” and published in 1807. 

After leeches, blisters, and a liniment of 
spiritus terebinthinz, fomentations, and the 
vapour-bath, followed by shampooing, Xc., 
and, lastly, cold bathing, have been found 
of great utility in chronic rheumatism. 

11l.—NODOSITY. 

Nodosity of the joints was first distiu- 
guished from rheumatism and arthritis by 
Dr. Haygarth, of Bath. 

I. The History.—This disease occurs 
ptincipally in females somewhat advanced 
ja years; but I have seen it in its most ex- 
tensive form in a very young lady: it at- 
tacks the first joints of several fingers. I 
have also seen a similar affection in a youth, 


which affected the second joint of several | N 


fingers, and not the first, inducing consider- 
able thickening. Dr. Haygarth observes, 
“These nodes are almost peculiar to 
women, and generally begin about the period 
when the menses naturally cease.” He 
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It prevents sleep, 





there was only one man. His age is not 
noted, but he appeared to be between 50 
and 60 years old. He ascribed the com- 
plaint to a fall that had violently strained 
his wrists and fingers, which*were the only 
seat of the nodes in this case, But in the 
female constitution it is seldom confined to 
so few joints.” 

Il. The Symptoms.—This affection con- 
sists in hard, pale, and painful swellings, 
about the different articulations, especially 
those of the fingers, but also successively 
about any of the other joints. It increases 
gradually, and often induces much suffering 
and more deformity. The swellings are 
sometimes tender under pressure; they are 
confined to the immediate vicinity of the ar- 
ticulations, and do not appear to affect the 
muscles ; the motions of the joints become 
much impeded, and sometimes a degree of 
dislocation occurs. 

The following table of Dr. Haygarth pre- 
sents a view of the parts most apt to be 
affected with rheumatism and nodosity re- 
spectively :— 

Joints and Muscles affected with Acute 


Rheumatism. 
Joints. Cases. Muscles. Cases. 
Knees.......+++ 67 Head eececce 22 
Shoulders ...... 43 Chest........ oe Ri 
Ankles ........ 42 Thighs ....... . 20 
Hands .......- S38 Legs ....-.ceee 20 
Th nasdegeets SB ASU ccee cs ccece 12 
WEE ccccccce $3 Side ...ccceces 7 
Hips .....scces 30 Belly ........- . 8 
Back ....ccc00 25 Hypochondre .. 3 
BIOEE, cc cccccce - 15 Stomach........ 2 
EOIRS ccccecescs 13 Face .......... 2 
Elbows ......+- 10 Eye......c- «es 2 
Fingers ........ 9 Throat ........ 1 
a scoessecas BQ DOB. ccccccuce 2 
DT diecnnas of BD GUE ccccadedes 1 
BD sacacseoves 2 — 
Joints..... esees 50 118 
ae EE s 
Wandering...... 4 
General ........ 2 
14 
Joints affected with Nodes. 
Joints. Patients. 
Fingers........ 13 
Hands ........ FT Sésdece Seebesocees 29 
Wrists ........ 9 5 
cscs bdccecoqeceas bp vdiiiéstase- 10 
GE scvos b5 oodecnel pdbabbutsaneee 6 
PES case ckasossebdbvey otecdseess 6 
Shoulders ...0.00cscccescseses d¥sdn te 4 
MER Ss cp es todccdecseese wiacccesue 3 
SN 5 ccc sk cutecteccactdeduecss ss) BS 
Neer tee 3 
Sas ce od de cbde pdedgeuwectee dete 1 
Uc cdcnes cos che db sabes Uoate Fossce 1 
UD on 06 0b 60s geet be bes d5Gs 5 ndins s 





adds,— 
“Out of the aumber of cases above stated, 
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ill. The Diagnosis—Dr. Haygarth ob- 
serves,—* The nodes appear onecal to 
resemble gout. Both of them are attended 
with pain and nodosity of the joints: but 
they differ essentially in many distinguish- 
able circumstances, 1. In gout, the skia 
and other integuments are generally inflam- 
ed, with pain which is often acute, soreness 
to the touch, redness and swelling of the 
soft parts, but in no respects like the hard- 
ness of bone. 2. The gout attacks the pa- 
tient in paroxysms of a few days, weeks, or 
months, and has complete intermissions, at 
first for years, but afterwards for shorter 
periods, 3. The gout attacks men much 
more frequently than women. 

“These nodes are clearly distinguishable 
from acute rheumatism, because they are 
not attended with fever. The tumour of the 
joints is much harder, more duratle, and 
less painful in the former than in the latter 
disease. The nodes are totally different 
from chronic rheumatism, because the latter 
chiefly affects the muscles, and is seldom at- 
tended with any swelling of the affected 
parts.” 

IV. The Treatment.—One lady kept the 
fingers black with the nitrate of silver with 
great benefit, Otherwise I am not aware of 
any remedy for this deformity. Dr. Hay- 
garth says,—*“ For this complaint I have 
ordered guaiacum in 10 cases ; cinchona in 
9; leeches in 9; warm bathing and pump- 
ing at Bath in 9, at Buxton in 2; vapour 
bath in 2; sea bath in 1; antimony in5; 
mezereum, aconite, and, externally, oleum 
jecoris aselli cum camphora, and bootikins, 
in one case each ;” and he adds,—* As far 
as my experience extends, most benefit was 
derived from the warm bath, and a stream 
of warm water, with repeated application of 
leeches, on the diseased joints.” 


1V.—ARTARITIS, 

Arthritis, like rheumatism, occurs in an 
acute and chronic form, and is seated exter- 
nally or internally. 

1. The History.—Arthritis seldom occurs 
during early youth. It is decidedly here- 
ditary. It generally recurs in the person 
who has been once affected ; sometimes at 
nearly stated periods; occasionally from 
accidental canses. It affects the same, or 
different, and even successive parts, on 
these occasivns ; the pain is then less severe, 
but the subsequent debility longer continu- 
ed. Arthritis affects the male sex, and the 
intemperate principally, but by no means 
exclusively. It is generally dependent on a 
deranged state of the system, and especially 
of the stomach and bowels ; and it very fre- 
quently attends the acute or protracted 
dyspepsia. 


I.—Acute Arthritis. 


Il. The Symptoms.—The acute arthritis, 
especially on its first accession, generally 





affects one particular joint alone,—most fre- 
quently the ball of the great toe, but occa- 
sionally the ankle, the knee, the hand, or 
the elbow. The attack frequently begins 
without apparent cause; it is most apt to 
take place during the night or early in the 
morning; it induces extreme pain, tender. 
ness, throbbing, or sense of weight, even 
whilst the limb remains unmoved : it is at- 
tended with tumour, a vivid redness, and an 
appearance of distention of the skin; and 
afterwards with a more diffused and ocde- 
matous tumidity. The attack is often pre- 
ceded by some symptoms of disorder of the 
digestive organs, or of the general health ; 
and it is sometimes attended with feverish- 
ness, heat of the skin, inappetency, a loaded 
tungue, tlirst, constipation, and a loaded 
state of the urine, from which a copious 
sediment of lithic acid, or the lithates, is 
deposited. The violence of the pain fre- 
quently remits during the moraing, and re- 
turns in the evening. 

III. The Complications, or Metastases.— 
Internal arthritis is far more obscure than 
internal rheumatism even. It assumes the 
following forms principally :— 

1. Vertigo; tinnitus aurium. 

2. Palpitation; faintishness. 

3. Nausea; pain at the stomach, or in 
the bowels. 

4. Calculus, or gravel, of lithic acid or 
the lithates. 


In one case described by M. Cruveilhier, 
the patient experienced several attacks of 
apoplexy. Mr. Kiernan found a calculus 
in the brain in a case of arthritis. M. Bayle 
describes the expectoration of calculi as 
apt to occur in arthritic patients. Other- 
wise, I believe that no internal arthritic 
changes of structure have been discovered. 
The complications are functional. This, if 
true, forms an important distinction between 
arthritis and rheumatism. 

Another distinction consists in the greater 
tolerance of loss of blood in internal rheu- 
matism than in internal arthritis. In illus- 
tration of this point I wust quote an interest- 
ing case of Dr. Haygarth:—the case was 
supposed to be carditis arthritica on July 
the 3rd, and enteritis arthritica on the 22nd. 
On the former occasion seven ounces of 
blood were taken with the effect of produc- 
ing “ sickness, prostration of strength, de- 
pression of spirits, cold extremities, and 
faintness approaching to syncope.” On the 
latter the patient bore the loss of blood 
better. 

IV. The Morbid Anatomy of arthritis con- 
sists in tophaceous deposits in the joints 
affected; they consist, according to Dr. 
Wollaston, of the urate of soda; according 
to M. Barruel, of urate of soda and phos- 
phate of lime. It is impossible not to see 
the relation which these deposits bear with 
those of the urine, 
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V. The Diagnosis of rheumatism and 
arthritis is both interesting and important; 
and I shall, therefore, state it fully bere :— 


RHEUMATISM 


1,—occurs in the young, even the very young, 
and the robust. 

2.—is induced by external causes, princi- 

pally by exposure to damp and cold. 

or Sane of the the larger joints, and the 


is = “5 once 
5.—may suppurate. 
6.—is attended by profuse acid perspiration. 
7.—is particularly liable to induce organic 
disease of the heart. 
8.—is attended by great tolerance of loss of 


blood, 
9,—induces intense redness, tenderness, and 
torture, even without motion. 


ARTHRITIS 


1.—occurs in the middle-aged, the old, the 
dyspeptic, &c. 

2.—is induced by internal or constitutional 
causes, and especially by profusion 
in diet aud wine. 

3.—usually affects one of the smaller joints 
only, especially the ball of the great 
toe. 

4.—is hereditary. 

5.—rarely or never suppurates, but forms 
deposits of urate of soda and phos- 
phate of lime. 

6.—is attended by uri 
lithic acid or the li 

7.—is apt to induce functional disturbance of 
the head, of the stomach, &c. 

8.—is attended by impatience of loss of blood. 

9,—induces but slight redress or tenderness, 
and pain principally or only felt on 
moving. 

In a word, rheumatism is an affection of 
tissues, and though peculiar yet infamma- 
tory ; arthritis is an affection of functions, 
and more allied to irritation than inflamma- 
tion. In fatal casesorganic changes destroy 
in the former, failure of the vital powers or 
functions in the latter. 

It is interesting to remark, that the modes 
of treatment of former times agree with this 
last remark : bloodletting was the treatment 
of rheumatism, cordials of internal arthritis. 
There is also a total absence of records of 
any internal organic change in arthritis, with 
the exception of calculus. 

VI. The Treatment of arthritis consists, in 
the first instance, in a strict attention to the 
stomach, bowels, and kidneys. 

The most rigid diet should be enjoined, 
consisting of the mildest animal food, and 
especially mutton, stale bread, the plainest 
kinds of pudding, tea, coffee, cocoa, &Xc., 
avoiding stimuli and sauces, and condiments 
of every kind. 

The secretions should be corrected, and 
then, with the bowels, regulated with the 
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utmost attention: mild mercurials may be 
proper with the first object, and aloes with 
the second ; one or two grains of the hydrar- 
gyri submurias, or three, four, or five of the 
pilula bydrargyri, with five or ten s of 
the pilula aloes et myrrhw, may given 
every night; and a draught, Bn Fn of 
twelve drachms of infusion of rhubarb, one 
of the tincture, one of manna, with one 
drachm of the sulphate, and one scruple of 
the carbonate of magnesia may be given 
each morning. 

For the acid urinary diathesis, and deposits 
of Jithic acid and the lithates, a scruple of 
the carbonate of potass may be given in 
soda water twice or thrice a day. In France 
arthritis is frequently treated with success 
by the eaux de Vichy. 

Such a plan may be pursued to perfect 
recovery. But, should be patient become 
impatient, the colchicum must be admi- 
nistered : of the tincture, or the wine, twenty 
drops may be given twice, or thrice, or four, 
or six times a day, according to the urgency 
of the case ; or the acetous extract may be 
given in the dose of a grain, once, twice, or 
thrice a day. Three baronets—Sir Joseph 
Banks, Sir Gilbert Blane, and Sir Henry 
Halford—have borne their testimony to the 
identity of the hermadactyl recommended 
against arthritis by Alexander Tralliavus, 
of the ingredient to which the Eau Medici- 
nale de Husson owes it anti-arthritic virtues, 
and of the modern colchicum, and to the 
extreme value of this remedy. 

In severe suffering the acetate or muriate 
of morphia may be given in the dose of one- 
third, one-half, or a whole grain. 

Leeches, a fomentation, a tepid lotion, 
may be applied locally. 


II.—Chronic Arthritis. 


Chronic arthritis consists in a permanent 
pain, tumour, weakness, deformity, distor- 
tion, ankylosis of the parts which have been 
repeatedly the seat of acute arthritis, and 
especially of the hands and feet, 

Eventually tophaceous deposits take 
place. More remotely still, these deposits 
induce a partial suppuration, ulceration, and 
fistulous openings, and at length escape, or 
are removed. 

The mind suffers, for “every paroxysm 
may be as justly denominated a fit of anger 
as a fit of the gout.” 

The sufferings attendant on calculus are 
frequently superadded; “the patient is 
sometimes at a loss to know whether the 
stone or the gout be most severe.” 

“But,” says the illustrious Sydenham, 
‘what is a consolation to me, and may be 
so to other gouty persons of small fortunes 
and slender abilities, is, that kings, princes, 
generals, admirals, philosophers, and several 
other great men, have thus lived and died. 
In short, it may, in a more special manner, 
be affirmed of this disease, that it destroys 
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more rich than poor persons, and more wise 
men than fools.” 

The treatmeat of chronic arthritis is 
similar to that of the acute, enly longer con- 
tinued, in a milder form, and conjoined with 
milder tonics, especially the quinine, iron, 
bitters, &c., and gentle frictions applied to 
the affected limbs. 
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Copatpa.— Botanical description of the tree ; 
the resin; adulterations; modes of detect- 
ing ; its efficacy in modifying mucous dis- 
charges; certain results of administering 
copaiba ; gonorr heal rheumatism ; mode of 
giving the drug. Bucnv.—Botanical de- 
scription ; uses; preparations. BALSAM OF 
Tov ano Perv, 

COPAIBA—COPAIFERA LANGSDORFL, 


GENTLEMEN :—There are some medicines 
which affect the mucous membranes of the 
reproductive system in a very energetic 
manner, speedily restraining morbid secre- 
tions, the product of local inflammation. As 
many of them give their uliar odour to 
the urinary excretion, they have been classed 
under the head of diuretics, although they 
do not materially increase the quantity of 
that fluid. Amongst those that have very 
considerable influence is a resinous sub- 
stance, which is commonly called a balsam, 
obtained from a tree inhabiting various parts 
of the great South American Continent, but 
more especially about Tolu, sixty leagues 
from Carthagena, where it is found growing 
to great perfection, surroanded by the trees 
which yield the balsams of Tolu and Peru. 
There are many species which yield the 
copaiba, . 

Upon the authority of De Candolle, the 
College has received the langsdorfii as offi- 
cinal, but the copaifera multijuga is said to 
furnish the largest quantity. The tree is 
described as being lofty, with a handsome 
head, branching at the top, covered with a 
brownish ash-coloured bark. The leaves 
are alternate, pinnate, consisting of from 
two to five pair of ovate, lanceolate, smooth, 
rather wavy, entire leaflets, two or three 
inches long, point blunt; in some varie- 
ties nearly cordate at the base, at others 
lanceolate ; veined with a stout midrib, nar- 
rower on one side than on the other; shin- 


ing, somewhat coriaceous, not exactly op- 
posite, and placed on short petioles. The 
flowers are in axillary racemes at the sum- 
mit of the branchés, which are stiff, spread- 
ing the length of the pinnaw, and divided 
into about eight alternate common pedun- 
cles, with the flowers, which are white, sit- 
ting close on them. There is no calyx. 
The petals are four, oblong, acute, concave, 
spreading, and tomentose within; the sta- 
mens are filiform, incurved somewhat longer 
than the corolla, and bearing oblong incum- 
bent anthers. The germenis roundish, com- 
pressed, and hairy; the style is thread- 
shaped, incurved about the length of the 
stamens, and furnished with an obtuse 
stigma. The fruit is an oval, sub-compress- 
ed, coriaceous, bivalve pod, containing a 
single elliptical seed, involved in a berried 
arillus. 

An incision being made at the base of the 
trunk, and carried entirely to the pith, a 
very large quantity of a fluid resin is poured 
forth, Labat and Piso both point out that 
the penetration of the instrument employed 
must be very deep; and Aublet has spoken 
of boring as the best process. This sub- 
stance is received either in a gourd, or in 
some properly prepared vessel. Piso states 
that if the tree be wounded at the proper 
time, as much as twelve pounds will be 
poured forth in the space of three hours. 
The wound speedily unites, and a callus is 
formed ; the tree may undergo this process 
two or three times in the same year. The 
younger the plant the larger is the quantity 
of the exudation ; it however often yields a 
crude, watery, and inert matter, if it be 
operated upon too early in the spring of the 
year. Whilst it is flowing from the tree it 
is fluid, and almost devoid of any colour, 
bat in a short space of time it thickens, and 
becomes quite as tenacious asoil, and wears 
somewhat of the colour of oil of amber. It 
has an odour that is very peculiar, and is 
described by some as agreeable and grate- 
ful, while others consider it as nauseating 
as its taste, which is hot, bitter, and acrid, 
and pertinaciously adheres to the mouth aad 
fauces. 

There is a kind of copaiba which is occa- 
sionally met with in shops, that is whitish, 
less limpid, of the istence of honey, that 
has something of the taste and of the odour 
of turpentine, which is supposed either to 
be an adulteration, or to be a decoction of 
the branches and bark of the tree evaporat- 
ed. It would appear that a large quantity 
is manufactured in London, for the use of 
its inhabitants, of which not a particle has 
ever formed a portion of the tree. Not 
many years since a trial took place in this 
country, in consequence of the refusal of the 
Guardians of the Sun Fire-Office to pay the 
damage sustained by fire, in the premises of 
a manufacturer of this drug. They declined 








to indemnify for any loss which could have 
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been occasioned by making the balsam of 
copaiba, Adulterations of all kinds are 
likewise practised, and more especially 
since the number of nostrums formed of this 
material have increased. It is very often 
sold much cheaper at the retail druggist’s, 
who is inattentive to the quality and the 
price of the drug, than it can by possibility 
be imported. It is sometimes mixed with 
rape oil, in which case if dropped into water 
the drops will not retain their spherical 
form, as they invariably will if pure. It 
sometimes is adulterated with rejected cas- 
tor oil, which is detected by mixing three 
parts of this made up balsam with one part 
of sulphuric acid; if it be pure a plastic, 
reddish mass will be formed; if it contain 
castor oil the consistence is that of turpen- 
tine, and it is scarcely coloured; or by 
shaking in a bottle one part of liquor ammo- 
nize with two anda half of copaiba, if the 
mixture remain cloudy, after standing for 
some time, it contains a portion of castor oil. 
It is also adulterated, occasionally, with 
mastich and common oil; sometimes a per- 
fume has been added to the oil, and it has 
been then pretended to be a sample of sn- 
perior quality. 

Miller, who wrote a treatise,—“ De 
Adulteratione Oleorum,” has given us a 
great deal of curious information, and vari- 
ous tests have been suggested of the excel- 
lence of the balsam. It would appear that 
in commerce there are generally two kinds, 
the one which comes from the Brazils, and 
is marked by more aroma, by a pale colour, 
and by an acrid bitter taste, whilst the other 
which comes from the West Indies, is thick, 
of a golden hue, and of a more disagreeable 
smell, 

This drug consists of a resin and of an 
essential oil, and various analyses have 
been made. Gerber, Bucholz, and others 
have paid much attention to the subject; 
and ia this country preparations have been 
obtained which possess the useful portion 
without the irritating qualities; still, how- 
ever, we have much to learn. The essential 
oil, obtained after careful distillation, pos- 
sesses the properties of the balsam to a very 
high degree. Gerber says that there is a 
great difference as to the quantity of volatile 
oil in the recent balsam and in that which 
has been long kept; he says that the former 
yields 41 per cent., and old copaiba only 31 
per cent. 

Some short time since Mr. Thorn wrote a 
treatise entitled, “ Observations on the 
Treatment of Gonorrhoea, by a new Prepa- 
ration from the Balsam of Copaiba,” in 
which he stated that by distillation aa es- 
sential oil was obtained, of a light green 
colour, having a most unpleasant taste and 
smell, its specific gravity being 876 to 1000 
water, leaving a brown, resinous extract, 
quite soft, but when cold becoming hard 
and brittle, nearly tasteless, and inodorous, 








soluble in ether and pure alcohol, The 
proportions obtained from two ounces of the 
balsam were eleven parts essential oil to 
five of extract. « The resin has been recom- 
mended by Mr. Thorn, as acting precisely in 
the same manner as the balsam of copaiba, 
without any bad effect. This oil has also 
been lately mixed with one seventeenth part 
of calcined magnesia, and solidified, and a 
salt made, which has attracted some atten- 
tion, from its acting without any of that 
nausea and dyspeptic state which attends 
upon its administration in its ordinary 
form. 

The physicians of the last century enter- 
tained a very high opinion of balsam of 
copaiba as a cure for diseases in which now 
it is seldom if everemployed. Among other 
morbid states in which it was recommended 
by some, but objected to by ethers, was 
consumption ; and there were many indivi- 
duals of high eminence who took up differ- 
ent views of its power. Amongst those who 
were sanguine as to its effects was Dr, Ful- 
ler, the author of a work very highly prized 
in its day, entitled, “ Ars Prascribenda, 
sive Pharmacopecia Extemporanea Refor- 
mata ;” his language in the praise of the 
remedy is of the most laudatory kind. 
Hoffmann, Munro, Simmons, also joined in 
extolling it; on the other hand, Pringle, 
Rosenstein, Tissot, Fothergill, and Quarin, 
thought it even prejudicial, The conse- 
quence of this division of opinions has 
naturally been to look to other means; in the 
language of Murray, “ Tutissimum igitur 
est inter vituperium et laudem virtutis an- 
tiphthisice balsamorum medium procedere.” 
In modern days some of our eminent physi- 
cians have given the balsam of copaiba in 
chronic affections of the larynx and trachea ; 
aod it would altogether seem to exert a pow- 
erful influence upon mucous membranes, re- 
storing their power of healthy secretion. 
Dr. Armstrong was one of the most conspi- 
cuous of those who recommended it; he 
seemed to think it exerted a specific effect 
on the mucous membranes. Dr. Fosbroke, 
of the Ross Dispensary, Herefordshire, en- 
tertains a high opinion of copaiba in affec- 
tions of the mucous membranes of the pha- 
rynx and larynx of a low, old, and chronic 
character. e 

Mr. Selwyn, of Ledbury, a leading gene- 
ral practitioner in that county, employs 
copaiba with rapid success in the lingering 
muco-purulent secretion in the last stage of 
mucous catarrh, in elderly persons, upon the 
same principle as he would employ it in 
blenorrhoea. 

Dr. Hastings, of the Worcester Infirmary, 
in his very valuable “ Treatise on Inflamma- 
tion of the Mucous Membrane of the Lungs,” 
thus expresses himself :—“ Dr. Armstrong 
thinks that the copaiba deserves to be con- 
spicuously placed amongst the internal me- 
dicines, as it exerts a specific influence on 
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the mucous membranes. It has failed with 
the author in producing so much benefit as 
he was led to expect from Dr. Armstrong's 
report. Whenever there is much fever it 
appears to be increased by this remedy, aod 
it does not always allay the cough, or alter 
the expectoration, It frequently disagrees 
with the stomach when given ia sufficient 
doses to benafit the pectoral symptoms, and 
sometimes a diarrhoea comes on under its 
use; occasionally it produces all these trou- 
blesome effects without relieving the cough. 
But the balsam certainly seems to exert an 
influence on the mucous membrane, al- 
though, perhaps, not a much greater one 
than the squills or meadow saffron.” 

Dr. La Roche has, in one of the numbers 
of the “* North American Journal,” given us 
some valuable cases illustrative of this 
power; one of Mr. Roberts, a gentleman, 22 
years of age, is particularly interesting ; the 
symptoms were of the most aggravated cha- 
racter; noctarnal sweats, extreme debility, 
difficulty of breathing, copious expectora- 
tion, were present, and resisted every treat- 
ment that could be suggested; these began 
to disappear after two weeks administration 
of large doses of copaiba, and three months 
were sufficient to restore him to perfect 
health, 

Balsam of copaiba has been employed 
with some success in dropsy; the cases on 
record, however, are not numerous; the 
most remarkable one is that of the celebrat- 
ed Mutis, which has often been alluded to; 
whilst practising at Santa Fe, he gave it 
commencing by small doses to the extent of 
a large spoonful morning and evening, toa 
female labouring under ascites; she drank 
immediately after a glass of barley-water; 
this excited the kidneys into extraordinary 
action, and in the course of forty days she 
wus perfectly cured. 

In diseased states of the mucous mem- 
branes of the intestinal and urinary passages 
this is one of the most serviceable medicines 
we possess ; in affections of the rectum, in 
which the lining membrane is the principal 
seat of disorder, we obtaia from it more re- 
lief than from anything we possess; hence 
its use in some states of hwmorrhoids; it 
does not, however, act where the tumours 
ate the sole cause of the anguish and un- 
easiness. As long as these remain in a tur- 
gid state, and by their mechanical obstruc- 
tion add to the mischief, you are not to ex- 
pect to derive any particular advantage, but 
as soon as these are reduced, and when the 
relaxation of the internal membrane is a 
source of mischief, you are to have recourse 
to it. In ulcerated states it is most valu- 
able,—in chronic inflammations, and in that 
peculiar condition which has occasionally 
been consequent upon the undue action of 
very active cathartic remedies, where the 
mucous lining of the intestine has been dis- 
charged, almost in the form of the bowel, in 





that condition which Dr. Good has called 
diarrhoea tubularis, this has attended upon 
large doses of the oil of turpentine to dis- 
lodge tape-worm; upon the injudicious 
employment of doses of gamboge, it leaves 
the subjacent tissue in a most irritable state, 
so that any evacuation is attended with a 
bigh degree of suffering ; for this the balsam 
is to be given either by the mouth or by in- 
jection. Where, from the long existence of 
hemorrhoids, the verge of the anus is in a 
very irritable condition, surrounded by 
small papular eruptions, which keep up an 
intolerable itching, where the morbid state 
is evinced by an inordinate quantity of per- 
spiration, which is sometimes so great as 
almost to lead to a belief that there is a 
mucous discharge, the same treatment is to 
be pursued. You had better first, however, 
allay the itching, which may be done bya 
local application of one part of creosote to 
three parts of the balsam of copaiba, which 
must, by agitation, be mingled together. 

In gonorrhoea, after the inflammatory 
stage has in a great measure been relieved, 
you may administer this therapeutic agent, 
but it ought not to be commenced with until 
free purging has taken place; there are 
many practitioners, nevertheless, who con- 
sider that it may with safety be given dur- 
ing the inflammatory stage, and with decid- 
ed success. It has been stated that inci- 
pient gonorrhoea has been cured in two or 
three days by a drachm of the balsam of 
copaiba, night and morning, and that obsti- 
nate gleets have yielded to it in fifty hours. 
Dr. Dawson, of Sunderland, adopted this 
mode of treatment on alarge scale, and com- 
municated it tv Dr. Armstrong, who became 
its warm supporter. That in many in- 
stances this plan of treatment may, without 
doing any mischief, be followed, I have no 
doubt whatever; still there are many in- 
stances in which very bad effects have re- 
sulted from it, such as the swelling of the 
testicle, high irritation of the bladder, and 
also acute rheumatism. 

I believe that great surgeon, who has 
been the ornament of the English school for 
so many years, Sir Astley Cooper, was one 
of the first who pointed out the existence of 
what is called gonorrhoeal rheumatism, 
though it is not an unfrequent disease. He 
met with a case of an American gentleman, 
who had both the ophthalmia and the rheu- 
matism, which has sometimes since been 
found to supervene upon gonorrhoea, aud it 
made a strong impression upon his mind, 
more particularly as he had not found any 
description of it in any surgical work. He 
observes that it requires the same remedies 
that are used in gonorrhoea, either the spirit 
of turpentine, the balsam of copaiba, or oli- 
banum ; those who have since that period 
watched the nature of these affections, have 
ascribed them to causes quite independent 
of the original disease ; and amongst those 
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that have been suggested, and with every 
reason to believe in the soundness of the ob- 
servation, has been the use of the balsam of 
copaiba, which has caused that degree of 
rheumatism which would be called gonor- 
rhoeal. 

This form of disease has been very well 
described by Dr. Titley, who, however, 
ascribes it to the suddenly ceasing the use 
of cubebs, or copaiba; he observes, “ that 
the pain and swelling are more especially 
confined to the knees and ankles, though, in 
some instances, the symptoms are more dif- 
fused, the pain is more acute, and the 
general disturbance of the system more 
violent ; there is often much puffiness and 
tenderness of the ankles, especially towards 
evening; the skin is not externally red, and 
the pain is not much increased on pressure ; 
the pulse is quickened, the stomach becomes 
disordered, and the appetite declines, or 
altogether fails.” There is a very good 
paper on this subject, showing that gonor- 
rheeal rheumatism is copaibal rheumatism, 
with some cases, from the pen of Mr. Eagle, 
of the Poultry, which is to be found in one 
of the volumes of Tue Lancer; it contains 
some very interesting information with very 
fair and just reasoning. Mr. Maddock has 
likewise favoured us with the result of his 
observations through the same channel, and 
he has seen no one instance of gonorrhceal 
inflammation unless copaiba had been ante- 
cedently administered. One of the effects 
of the administration of copaiba has been 
an eruption of papule, and sometimes of 
pustules in large patches. Mr. Judd has 
given us instances where, when this remedy 
had been taken, the st h has b 
deranged, and then the skin affected; in 
one instance the copaiba had been only 
taken a week for gonorrhoea, when itching, 
tingling, and irritation, with pain in the 
limbs, came on; a very vivid mottled state 
of skin almost immediately followed the 
latter symptom and covered his whole person 
a capite ad cacem, Mr. Judd has, in his 
very useful work entitled “A Practical 
Treatise on Urethritis and Syphilis,” which 
deserves a much higher place in the medical 
works of the day than many others which 
have a greater character, exhibited a most 
interesting plate of the puniceous mottled 
skin from copaiba, drawn from a case which 
presented itself to him, and likewise another 
of the eruption of papulez ; these are well 
worthy your attentive examination. You 
must bear in mind that the puniceous erup- 
tion from copaiba seldom lasts beyond the 
ninth day, and that where eruptions of the 
skin follow upon gonorrhoea they do not 
occur much before three weeks have elapsed 
from the imbibition of the gonorrhceal 
poison. Although under such circumstances 
you may lessen the dose of copaiba you 
need not discontinue it, for it will not aggra- 





its course, Where gonorrhoea has been 
attempted to be thus cured tvo early the 
synovial membrane of the knee-joint is very 
apt to become inflamed, and this is often 
called metastasis ; but if you examine into 
all the circumstances you will find that the 
balsam of copaiba has been given before 
the inflammatory state of the mucous mem- 
brane of the urethra has been reduced. Ia 
the gleety discharge which follows upon 
gonorrheea nothing is more likely to be 
serviceable than the copaiba; it is not, 
however, so good as the divsma crenata, or 
buchu, in that which is not dependent upon 
a specific poison, but is the result of debi- 
lity, where, from some causes, there is a 
weeping or actual catarrh from the urethra, 
which is rather consequent upon a long- 
continued chronic inflammation than from 
the acute one caused by gonorrhoea. You 
must remember that John Hunter shows 
how necessary it is to persevere in its use, 
and to recur to it even after the shadow of a 
suspicion of latent mischief has disappeared. 
When your patient says there is not the 
slightest discharge, and you allow him to 
leave off his dose, impress upon his mind 
that in about ten days he must return to it, 
or else he may be harassed for months by 
a relapse, after he has indulged in a good 
dinner, has rode on horseback, or has even 
followed any ordinary occupation with 
greater earnestness than usual. Hunter 
says, “I have known cases where the gleet 
has immediately disappeared upon taking 
the balsam, and recurred upon leaving it off ; 
and I have also seen where that medicine 
has kept it off for more than a month, and 
yet it has recurred immediately upon laying 
it aside, and stopped again as quickly upon 
having recourse to it.” The sweet spirit of 
nitre, with camphor mixture, determines the 
copaiba very speedily to the urinary appa- 
ratus, and forms one of the most useful 





vate the eruption which will run through 
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modes of giving it for a great length of time ; P. 
it may be discontinued, and then again ft 
had recourse to with good effect. al 
Dr. Daniel Turner, whose name I have a 
had occasion to mention to you, was one of 5 
the early employers of this remedy, which é 
he gave with sugar in the form of paste in w 
gleets with very great success; and this tr 
mode of using it is very excellent, for it dis- h 
guises the excessive nauseousness of the 3} 
drug. Shortly after it has been taken the w 
stomach becomes qualmish; in some in- ti 
stances there is excessive nausea with flatu- li 
lence, occasionally palpitations of the heart st 
have been complained of; the eructation, a 
whiclr is very offensive, shows that this . 
has depended upon momentary pressure di 
upon the diaphragm; the bowels are not th 
unfrequently much acted upon, whilst the te 
urine acquires a very peculiar odour, such is 
as that which the violet exhales, only much = 
more powerful. Much of the pee 4 of fl 
this medicine will depend upon its mode of af 
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administration and upon its purity; com- 
bined with the liquor potassz it often agrees 
well with the patient. Dr. Chapman recom- 
mends it to be dropped on half a wineglass 
fall of water, to which is to beadded, slowly, 
a few drops of a bitter tincture, by which 
means the copaiba is collected in a small 
globule which is easily swallowed, and it 
does not communicate any disagreeable 
impression to the palate. It was used 
amongst the Americans at a very early 
period as an injection into the urethra for 
gonorrhoea, Jacquin was able to bear 


testimony to the success of this practice ; it] _ 


has been, since that period, frequently thus 
used with considerable advantage, but 
always after the inflammation has subsided : 
many very obstinate gleets have completely 
yielded to this, On the common mucous 
discharges from the vagina this agent does 
not exert any specific effect; they are, 


for the most part, dependent upon the state, 


of the general health, and though to be 
restrained by local applications, in many 
instances demand constitutional treatment; 
and where copaiba is, in siich instances, 
injudiciously given, it may keep up a high 
state of irritation, and be productive of 
much mischief; where discharges are 
dependent on irregularity™in the habits of 
life and a want of cleanliness, this is to be 
avoided ; but in the discharge from gonor- 
rhoea it may be employed even in the stage 
of inflammation with less circumspection 
than in the male. Although we hear of 
very large doses, you will find from fifteen 
to forty drops, two or three times a day, 
quite enough. Schewdiaur, who had very 
great experience in disorders of the repro- 
ductive system, gave from fifty to one hun- 
dred drops, morning and evening: a drachm 
—— acts very quickly upon the bowels. 
t has been given also in large doses for 
affections of the kidneys, for gravel, for 
paralysis; it has been yong = applied 
for the cure of wounds, for the healing of 
abscesses; and Hoppe states, that where 
sinuses exist, that they are often very 
speedily healthily filled up if the dressings 
contain some portion of the balsam. In 
wounds of the tendons and nerves, where 
trismus has occurred, its local application 
has been said to soothe the system and very 
speedily to remove the spasm ; it has like- 
wise been spoken of as an external appliva- 
tion to paralysis of different muscles ; and a 
liniment formed of it has been known to 
stimulate some parts into action that had 
apparently lost their power. It has been 
said by Ratier, that the value of copaiba is 
diminished by any quantity of fluid, and, 
therefore, attempts have been lately made 
to give it entirely in the solid form ; but this 
is a great mistake, for the stomach demands 
much more power to dissolve it than in a 
fluid form, and dyspepsia very often occurs 
after a very few doses; sugar is, however, 
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|a good assistant to it; or, as Ratier recom- 
mends, a teas: ful of wine, and this is to 
be taken without giving any drink if pos- 
sible. Stimulants should generally be 
avoided whilst this drug is taken, and 
everything that can determine much to the 
kidneys and bladder, which have occa- 
sionally been much irritated by it. Blisters 
should be avoided during its use, for stran- 
gury is likely to supervene ; its bad effects 
are best obviated by the free use of camphor, 
or may be checked by opium or hyoscy- 
amus. 


DIOSMA CRENATA—THE BUCHU, 


The natives of the Cape of Good Hope 
ascribe the most extraordinary virtues to the 
leaves of the family of the diosmez, and to 
some species of plants which approach to it 
in general characteristics. Botanists have 
subdivided this genus, and the buchu now 
belongs to one of those subdivisions called 
barosma. It is owing to the perseverance 
and unwearied attention of the late Dr. 
Reece that we are now familiar with the 
intrinsic merits of this medicine, and to the 
earnestness with which he inculcated his 
own views must be ascribed its introduction 
into practice. From him I gathered all the 
information I possess upon this plant, and 
likewise a vast deal of useful knowledge of 
the value of some of those of which I have 
already spoken. He wrote a little pamph- 
let, in the year 1825, which embraces some 
very favourable reports of different authors 
and physicians who had recommended this 
drag ; he was not too sanguine in his esti- 
mation, and I have had every reason to be 
satisfied with the trials I have made of the 
preparations he employed. It is a shrub 
which flowers at the Cape of Good Hope 
throughout August, September, and Octo- 
ber; it is perennial, erect; it rises to the 
height of about two feet; the branches have 
somewhat of a purplish colour; the leaves 
opposite, ovate, crenate, of a dark-green 
colour in the upper lamina, somewhat paler 
on the lower; they are full of small trans- 
parent punctures, particularly at the edge. 
The flowers are solitary, on short pedicles, 
white, or of a pale reddish hue ; the calyx 
consists of five deep ovate segments, the 
corolla of five elliptic oblong segments, 
slightly spreading; the nectaries are five 
linear lanceolate scales, crowning the ger- 
men, the filaments are five, aw!-shaped, bear- 
ing ovate incumbent anthers ; the germen is 
superior, the style erect, the length of the 
stamens, with a simple stigma ; the capsule 
is ovate, containing au oblong solitary seed, 
inclosed in an elastic cout. The leaves, as 
they are imported into this country, have a 
very agreeable aromatic odour, by which 
they are distinguished from senna, to which 
they bear a very striking resemblance ; the 
short petiole which remains attached to 
them is channelled, the upper surface 
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smooth, and has a yellowish-olive hue ; the 
under surface is somewhat paler, and is 
studded with large glands, having each of 
them an excretory pore. These afford, on 
distillation, an essential oil, resembling a 
mixture of oil of rue, janiper, and camphor ; 
this odour has been imitated, and Dr. Reece 
states, that a species of senna imported from 
the Cape was artificially prepared by a mix- 
ture of this kind; the extractive matter is 
slightly bitter and mucilaginous. The vir- 
tunes of the leaves are imparted to boiling 
water by infusion, and also to proof spirit. 
The saturated tincture and the extract, when 
carefally prepared, so as to retain the vola- 
tile parts, are the best preparations. M. 
Cadet has made an analysis of the leaves, 
and in the third volume of the “ Journal 
de Chimie” it is given to us, and we learn 
from it that they contain essential oil, gum, 
extractive matter, chlorophylle, acid, resin. 
The London and Dublin Pharmacopoeias 
have both received infusions into their for- 
mulas; that of the former is thus made :— 
Take of buchu an ounce, boilivg distilled 
water a pint; maoerate for four hours in a 
lightly covered vessel,and strain. An ounce 
or two ounces may be given in those cases 
in which this drug is required ; but a tinc- 
ture is a very useful preparation: that of 
the Dublin College is formed of two ounces 
of the buchu leaves to a piut of proof syirit, 
and maceration is to go forward for seven 
days. Dr, Reece empioyed a tincture much 
more abounding with the volatile oil, and 
a very excellent medicine I have always 
found it. He imitated a preparation made 
by the natives at the Cape, and highly ap- 
proved of by the Dutch, which they call 
buchu brandy ; it is formed by distilling the 
leaves in the dregs of wine, and in this state 
they consider it as a sovereign remedy for 
all chronic disorders, and even for acute 
oues of the stomach and bladder. Thunberg 
observes that the Hottentots reduce the 
leaves of a plant, which he describes * uni- 
flora, pulchella, crenata et betulina cogno- 
mine buchu,” and this is done by pounding 
them by stones; they besmear the body with 
this, made up with fatty matter, whence 
they have a disagreeable and very rewark- 
able odour. - Burchell, in his “ Travels in 
Africa,” likewise mentions the uses to which 
the Hottentots applied the leaves of this 
plant, more especially noticing that they 
made au application of an infusion to recent 
wounds. In Holland these leaves were fn- 
troduced medicinally much earlier than they 
were in this country, and their employment 
received the sanction of high medical au- 
thority. 

In the different varieties of mucous dis- 
charge from the urethra, whether they be 
the result of long-continued excess, or of 
momentary irritation, the leaves of the 
buchu, either in the form of infusion, or of 
tincture, afford the most certain prospect of 





recovery. Persons of relaxed habils, in 
whom a collection of mucous not unfre- 
quently occurs in the bulbous part of the 
urethra from the prostate gland and the 
seminal vessels, which is mistaken for the 
generative secretion, and those who, in early 
life, are subject to a collection of clear trans- 
parent mucus in the urethra, will find this 
medicine completely arrest the progress of 
these disordered states. One of the volumes 
of the “ Dublin Medical Transactions,” con- 
tains a communication from Dr. M‘Dowall 
on the beneficial effects of the buchu leaves 
in cases of irritative affections and chronic 
inflammation of the bladder, urethra, &c. 
The doctor observes, that the chronic form 
of inflammation very frequently affects the 
mucous membrane of the bladder, and, 
when neglected, extends up the ureters to 
the kidneys, producing a degree of local 
irritation sufficient to disturb the general 
health. These complaints may, in general, 
be traced to mismanaged gonorrhoea, reten- 
tion of urine, disease of the prostate gland, 
stricture of the urethra, the action of calculi, 
and the rude use of the bougie. The satu- 
rated tincture, and the extract, when care- 
fully prepared, so as to retain the volatile 
parts, are the best preparations. The dose 
of the former Mtwo teaspoonsful, and of 
the latter ten grains. 


It is probably to the action of the kid- 
neys thata good deal of the beneficial effects 
of the buchu is t» be attributed; it stimu- 
lates them into increased action, separating 
from the circulating duids that which would 
be deposited, and prove the speedy cause of 
disordered conditions; it also materially 
improves the function of digestion. Dr. 
Hulton, of Dublio, in stating some cases 
says,— I had an opportunity of meeting 
with a case of gravel (of the uric acid kind) 
in a sedentary and dyspeptic individual, the 
attack coming on whenever the digestive 
organs were deranged, and frequently last- 
ing with much severity for three days, at- 
tended with violent pain, shooting in the 
course of the ureters to the groins, anterior 
part of the thighs, Xc.; much fever, rest- 
lessness, and irritability: any excess in 
drinking wine invariably produced anattack, 
He has been for the last three years in the 
habit of taking a solution of pure potass 
whenever attacked, and usually continued 
it for a considerable time, in quantities 
amounting to an ounce daily. In a late 
paroxysm, he took it in an infusion of buchu 
leaves: a white sediment in the urine, iu 
large quantity, was the result. He then 
omitted the potass, and took the buchu 
alone. He recovered rapidly, both the red 
and white deposit ceasing to recur.” He 
adds, ‘‘ the beneficial effects on the urinary 
orgaus in this case appeared to arise from 
the great improvement it first produced in 
the functions of the stomach,” 
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MYROXYLON, PERUIFERUN, AND TOLUIFERUM— 
SWEET SMELLING BALSAM OF PERU AND TOLU, 
The Peravian balsam resembles both the 
balsam of copaiba and the buchu in very 
many of its effects upon the system, but it is 
very apt to constipate and to produce a great 
deal of irritation in the stomach; still, how- 
ever, in a dose of from thirty drops to a 
drachm, it has been administered in leu- 
corrhoea, in disordered states of the mucous 
membrane of the urethra; it has likewise 
been employed as an expectorant in catar- 
rhal affections, and much relief has been 
afforded by its use in paralysis, more espe- 
cially that which is consequent upon the 
imbibition of the particles of lead into the 
system. The tree which yields the balsam 
is a native of Pera and of Mexico, and 
seems to be known under the name of quin- 
quino; if it be wounded, an incision made 
at any time of the year, there issues the 
well known balsam. According to Don 
Hippolito Ruiz it is procured by incision at 
the beginning of the spring, when the 
showers ure gentle, frequent, and short; it 
is collected in bottles, where it keeps liquid 
for some years, in which state it is called 
white liquid balsam; he describes the 
myroxylon as a branching and elegant tree, 
with a trunk thick, straight, and smooth, 
and covered, like the branches, with a gray, 
coarse, compact, heavy bark, granulated, of 
a pale colour internally, and filled with a 
fragrant resin, which abounds in every part 
of the tree; the leaves are alternate, and 
composed of two, three, four, aud sometimes 
five leaflets, nearly opposite, and ovate, 
lanceolate, acute; the flowers spring from 
the sears of the young branches, and from 
the axilla of the leaves, in long, downy, 
erect racemes, larger than the leaves, on 
slender stalks, scarcely an inch long, with a 
small, concave, ovate bractea at the base of 
each ; the calyx is bell-shaped, dark green, 
divided into small, nearly equal teeth, Sut 
with one of them so far separated from the ) 
rest, as to be found under the germen ; the 
corolla is composed of five white petals, 
four of these narrow, the fifth double the 
size of the others; the fiiaments are ten, 
inclining, and inserted into the calyx, bear- 
ing sharp-pointed sulcated anthers; the 
germen is oblong. the style short, with a 
simple stigma ; the pericarp, or seed vessel, 
is pendulous, containing im a cell, in the 
globular part, a single seed, which is cres- 
cent-shaped ; the balsam we receive has the 
consistence of honey, a brown colour, and 
an agreeable smell. It is now pretty gene- 
rally received that 
THE BALSAM OF TOLU 
is a product of the same tree, but that it is 
obtained under different circumstances, or 
that it is merely the white balsam hardened 
by exposure to the atmospheric air; this 
has a reddish-brown colour, and a thick 
tenacious consistence; it becomes, after 
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some time, solid and brittle; its taste is 
sweetand agreeable, its odour very fragrant ; 
it is the mildest of all the balsams, and 
though it acts with less energy on the 
mucous membranes, still it has much resto- 
rative power in chronic effusions from the 
respiratory apparatus, or from the urethral, 
it acts most usefully, and forms a very excel- 
lent adjunct to more powerful means. The 
tincture of balsam of Tolu and the tincture 
of benzoin, are stimulating expectorants, 
but they are rarely used; the syrup of Tolu 
is a very agreeable preparation, and added 
to cough mixtures, facilitatestheir power of 
producing expectoration ; these balsams are 
very serviceable in diseased conditions of 
the meatus auditorius, and restore more 
effectually than anything else its secretions 
to a healthy state. 


CORONER'S INQUESTS AT WIN DSOR, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sirk:—The strictures of Mr. Moss in the 
last number of Tue Lancer upon the un- 
seemly mode of conducting the inquests at 
Windsor, have recalled to my mind the 
course pursued by the same non-medical 
Coroner some four years since, from which, 
when received in connection with his recent 
proceedings, it would seem that he is guilty 
of habitual neglect in discharging his fanc- 
tions, or that he is totally ignorant of the 
real duties pertaining to his office; in the 
case to which I refer the deceased had, 
three weeks previous to his death, received 
a blow upon the head from a prong, and 
when this event occurred the individual who 
inflicted the injury absconded, leaving upon 
the minds of the deceased's friends the 
natural impression that the violence done 
to the old man had accelerated his end. I 
attended, accompanied by a brother prac- 
titioner, to institute a post-mortem examina- 
tion, but upon our arrival the inquest had 
terminated, and the Coroner refused to wait 
for the purpose of receiving our evidence ; 
much personal discourtesy was manifested 
towards me, and the Coroner, who is too 
liberally paid for the loose and unsatisfac- 
tory manner in which he performs the duty 
devolved upon him, had the impertinent 
meanness to insinuate that I was actuated 
by mercenary motives, although I then held 
the office of surgeon to the parish, and re- 
ceived nothing additional for attendance 
upon inquests, a fact confirmed by the over- 
seer, who was present; the inutility of any 
investigation at all, at once so fruitless and 
so costly, by such individuals, is clear, and 
the suggestion of appointing to the office 
persons of higher qualifications, with duties 
co-extensive with the respective unions or 
districts, is deserving of serious considera- 
tion, Iam, Sir, your faithful servant, 

G. P. Heywarp, 

Egham, August 27th, 1838. 














A FEW REMARKS 
ON 
MONT SPA, 
BY DR. HARNIER, 
(Communicated in English by the Author.) 


(Concluded from p. 801.) 


III.— Medicinal Qualities of the Muriatic 
Springs. 


Distinguished by a peculiar quota of car- 
bonic acid gas, which, however, emanates 
almost every where from the soil of Pyrmont,* 
these muriatic waters may certainly claim a 
respectable rank among their homogeneous 
competitors, as well for their internal as ex- 
ternal medical use. 

First. In form of beverage it is most im- 
mediately on the stomach and the intestinal 
tube that the drinking spring exerts its 
slightly exciting and moving action, by 
which it disencumbers them in the gentlest 
manner from the mucous and other residues, 
overburdening sometimes these organs in 
consequence of too sedentary or too full a 
mode of life, and suits thereby particularly 
weil such delicate constitutions as could not 
easily support very strong or sudden eva- 
cuations, 

Thus, in the second place, it cannot fail to 
adapt itself to the treatment of such chil- 
dren, as by hereditary disposition, or by the 
consequences of a perverse physical educa- 
tion, find themselves threatened with scrofu- 
lous and other disorders of the glandular and 
lymphatic system. 

Thirdly, the said spring is of some value 
for such individuals as, notwithstanding the 
morning draught at the chalybeate, still in- 
cline to costiveness, and for their relief fre- 
quently prefer two or three glasses of mu- 
riatic water, taken every evening, to any 
pharmaceutic means. 

It is fit, in the fourth place, for calming 
and refreshing such invalids, as by the length 
or heat of the journey, have been too much 
deranged to support, soon after theirarrival, 
the immediate internal use of the tonic spring, 
or are found not to bear at all this last, al- 
though they feel themselves benefitted by 
the chalybeate baths. 

Bat it is also in the form of baths that our 
muriatic springs have become so generally 
appreciated as to be visited every year by 
numerous invalids. 

Besides the advantages, which have been 
at all times attributed to the well-regulated 
use of baths, even of those of pure water, 
taken at a temperature of 25° to 27° (Reau- 





* The vapour ee near Pyrmont ex- 
ceeds, as the ically con- 
vinced himself, the ak Grotto del Cane, 
near Naples, as well in circumference, as 
in the copiousness of its gaseous exhalation. 
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mur), as is mostly adopted with ours, these 
muriatics a a propitious medium of 
efficacy, enjoy the _ prerogative of suffering 
fewer dieti te Ai tions than most 
other mineral baths. For, from the nature 
as much as from the proportions of their in- 
gredients, they are equally far from acting 
in too expansive or relaxing a mode, as from 
exercising too violent and repercussive an 
influence, like sometimes the cold ones; but 
they are nevertheless perfectly capable of 
animating sensibly the whole of the cutane- 
ous functions, not only the excretory ones, 
but also those of the absorbent vessels. 

In consequence of these general effects 
the muriatic baths, analogous to those of 
warmed sea water, will in the first place 
render eminent service in cases of scrofula, 
which sometimes from the earliest childhood 
up to the period of youth, and even to later 
ages, forms a continual string of valetudi- 
nary complaints more or less distressing and 
injurious. 

They will, secondly, prove themselves 
beneficial for many chronic exanthems, or 
cutaneous eruptions of a slighter nature, not 
yet so deeply rooted as to want the applica- 
tion of the more powerful thermal and 
hydrosulphureous waters. 

In the third place, they are fit for alleviat- 
ing and remedying such rheumatic affectiens 
as have survived the period of the concomi- 
tant fever, and betray themselves rather by 
restrained and dolorific movement, than by 
redness or tumour of the muscles, in which 
they are found fixed or wandering. Whether 
the congestion of perspirable matter checked, 
or the unequal distribution of the body’s 
genuine electric fluid,* may be accused as 








* The sudden appearance of the rheuma- 
tic pains, their undulations, their unaccount- 
able shooting sometimes, like lightning, from 
one member to another, their departure often 
eqhally subitaneous, without any apparent 
crisis, and the mysterious relations, which 
exist between them and the variations of the 
external atmosphere, notwithstanding the 
temperature of the patient’s room being kept 
always the same ; all these phenomena seem 
to give some support to the above-mentioned 
notion. However, some individual observa- 
tions, too long to be narrated here, have al- 
most convinced the author that the animal 
electricity, perhaps, of course, more than 
homogeneous with what animates the nerves 
themselves, exerts a much more important 
influence on our valetudinary chances, than 
what has been hitherto recognised and ap- 
preciated. Should not, for instance, even 
that most dreadful of all epidemic diseases, 
the Asiatic cholera, with the variety and ra- 
pidity of its deadly striking symptoms, as 
well as its sudden and desultory manner of 
spreading and vanishing, be most natarally 
derived from some peculiar telluric, gaseous, 
secretion, W pervades some 
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the next cause of those rheumatic sufferings, 
still it is a fact that the repeated application 
ofa gentle and equal warmth over the whole 
surface of the frame has always been reck- 
oned one of the most efficacious means of 
restoring the disturbed equillibrium and the 
regular action of the cutaneous system, and 
that this application can hardly be made 
more properly than by means of baths slight- 
ly exciting, like the muriatic ones. 

As to what, finally, regards true arthriti- 
cal complaints, their more eoncealed seat, as 
well as their more complicated nature, seem 
generally to demand more efficacious means 
than the moderate action of simple muria- 
tic baths; still these have been found use- 
ful sometimes in that intermediate period 
between inflammatory disposition and atony, 
and by assuaging such exudative tumours 
as often afflict particularly the knees and 
elbows of ancient gouty invalids. 

Many other and much more injurious 
evils, inveterate ulcers, and secondary syphi- 
litic affections, asthma, and paralysis, cases 
even of etisy are told by some writers to 
have yielded to the long-continued applica- 
tion of muriatic baths. Yet the author, 
without suspecting the veracity of others, 
finds himself not entitled by his own obser- 
vations, to boast of such a variety of strik- 
ing results, and thus passes immediately to 
a short resumé of those better ascertained 
by him. 


IV.—Advantages of the Local Union of the 
Chalybeate and Muriatic Springs. 


With regard toa point alluded to already, 
constitutions are sometimes to be met with 
at Pyrmont, whieh, notwithstanding the evi- 
dent necessity of a tonic treatment, appear 
unable to support immediately at its begin- 
ning the simultaneous internal and eternal 
use of the chalybeates, without sufferiog, at 
least for a time, a disagreeable sort of heat 
and irritation, and thus being seized with 
mistrust in the cure, and a consecutive in- 
crease of distressing despondency. This 
twofold inconvenience may generally be 





tracts of the earth, like—or, perhaps, even 
directed by—the course of mineral veins, and 
communicates, where it happens to emanate 
out of the soil, a peculiar sickening quality 
to the atmosphere, by which such predis- 
posed human bodies as are within its reach 
are bereaved of their due share of animal 
electricity, and caused to collapse in any 
weaker part of their organisation? And 
should not, also, many undeniable pheno- 
mena of what is commonly termed animal 
magnetism (not to be confounded with the 
incredible miracles of divinatory somnam- 
bulism), be satisfactorily explicable by the 
reciprocal relations of Demy and negative 
animal electricity, analo 
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avoided by means of half a dozen prelimi- 
nary muriatic baths, which moreover will 
serve to render the skin more susceptible of 
the consecutive chalybeate baths. 

There exist, also, specific cases of females, 
in whom an amenorrhcea, more or less 
complete and obstinate, is accompanied by 
such a degree of nervous and assimilative 
debility, as to demand by preference the in- 
ternal use of a powerful chalybeate water, 
while a gently relaxing bath, like our mu- 
riatic, agrees better with the contractive 
dryness of the muscular fibre, and the cuta- 
neous system, and atthe same time contri- 
butes to preserve the noble organs of the 
head and the chest from being surcharged 
with blood, as long as the periodical evacua- 
tion is not restored. 

And this same indication may equally 
apply to men of a similar constitution, who, 
accustomed for years to periodical hamor- 
rhoidal evacuations, find themselves so to- 
tally deprived of them, as tovexperience the 
danger of congestive irritation. 

On the centrary, the chalybeate baths, to- 
gether with the drinking of the muriatic 
water, will suit those peculiar cases, when 
the periodical bloody evacuations of hamor- 
rhoids, or of monthly courses, have a ten- 
dency to become too copious and lasting, so 
as to threaten or bring on a general decline 
of the organic energy. 

A further class of sufferers, to whom the 
ase of muriatic baths, together with the 
chalybeate drinking spring, may be recom- 
mended, is composed of those in whom 
gouty or rheumatic stiffnesses and pains 
are accompanied by lasting symptoms of 
weakened digestion, and of a more or less 
prevailing abdominal torpidness. And those 
patients also, who, suffering from obstinate 
exanthematousaffections, have been fatigued 
for years by an alternant variety of antimo- 
pial, mercurial, and other drugs, will find 
themselves relieved in every way by this 
same combination of the chalybeate bever- 
age, and the muriatic baths. 

Buta most valuable advantage, which in 
the last place results from this local union of 
heterogeneous mineral springs at Pyrmont, 
is that of its thus suflicing for the different 
necessities of different members of a same 
family, * so as to spare them, in conse- 





* So, to cite only one eminent example, 
in the years 1826-27, his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge, with his Highness’s 
family, were directed to Pyrmont, and to 
the author’s medical guidance, the Duke 
and the Duchess for drinking the chalybeate 
waters, and taking the muriatic baths, while 
the then very delicate frame of Prince 
George, wanted the chalybeate baths to- 
gether with the internal use of she-ass’s 
milk, while a dozen of muriatic baths 
was assigned to the comfort as much as to 





s to the similar 
references of the physical electric powers? 





the amusement of the Princess Augusta, 


quence, the annoyances of separation and 
multiplied journeys in opposite directions. 


V.—General Remarks:and Particular 
Notices. 

Instead of entering into a long detail of 
cases, the author thinks it more convenient 
to proceed immediately toa subject, equally 
delicate in itself, and important for the suc- 
cess of the cures, viz., to the reciprocal re- 
lations which ought to take place between 
the patients and their ordinary physician, on 
the one hand, and the medical advisers at 
the baths, on the other. 

On account of these relations all the vale- 
tadinarians visiting Pyrmont may be ranged 
under three different classes. To the first 
belong those who rely upon good Juck and 
their own knowledge, or let themselves be 
guided by one of those amphibological 
books written for every people, or by the 
manuscript regimen of some mere or less 
experienced, though unlearned, friend. Yet 
it isas evident, as annually proved by fre- 
quent observations, that such persons ran 
a great risk of totally missing the object 
of their journey, and are most frequently 
heard complaining of the ineflicacy of the 
most celebrated mineral waters, instead of 
accusing their own inadvertence. For, while 
the chalybeate springs, for example, are by 
ho means of so accommodating a nature as 
to be played with, and while the respective 
varieties of individual constitutions and dis- 
eases do not easily submit to a similar or 
analogous treatment, even the most learned 
and experienced physician cannot pretend to 
caleulate beforehand, and at a distance, the 
alternatives and possible influences of atmo- 
spheric chances and accidental faults of 
regimen. It is thus that an indigestion 
or a simple cold, coming on and neglected 
since the beginning of the ‘cure, will some- 
times be sufficient to frustrate all success, 
and even to add new valetudinary disturb- 
ances to those which it was hoped to be re- 
lieved, so that a tardy consultation, request- 
ed then by such patients, almost at the eve 
of their departure, can rarely do anything 
more than lead to an interchange of barren 
and reciprocal regrets. 

Better provision is doubtless made by the 
second class, viz., of those to whom their 
ordinary physician has at least given the 
advice to apply to one of his colleagues on 
the spot, without, however, providing them 
for this purpose with any written communi- 
cation to the Jatter. For, by putting into 
effect on their arrival the advice they have 
received, they will secure to themselves 
such a due direction, as may be presumed 
to become to their aim, and preserve them 
from any later reproach of obnoxious self- 
neglect. 

But, whereas it is not given to every one 
to remember and explain clearly his own 
morbid seusations and past sufferings, and | 





DR. HARNIER ON THE PYRMONT SPA. 








as, for instance, the imaginations of nervous 
ladies and hypocbondriac martyrs, are sin- 
gularly inclined to wander into confused 
statements and hyperbolical descriptions, 
sometimes a good part of the valuable time 
assigned to the patient’s sojourning at the 
springs may easily slip away, before his 
medical adviser on the spot will be sufficient- 
ly acquainted with the ground for success- 
fully facing the enemy, if the ordinary phy- 
sician has not furnished his patient, at least 
in complicated cases, with any more or less 
concise sketch of the origin and magh of 
the evil, and of its hitherto adopted treat- 
ment. 

It is only the third class of visitors who 
can afford such desirable information, that 
will most surely avail themselves of all the 
advantages resulting from the intrinsic vir- 
tues of the waters, and the concomitant 
circumstances ; while, on the other hand, 
the physician consulted at the springs will 
feel himself obliged and enabled in this way 
to respect as far as possible the practical 
scheme of his foreign colleague, and modest- 
ly to return to him at the patient’s departure 
such views as may perhaps sometimes be 
gained by an eye not yet tired or involved 
in a one-sided view by a too long protracted 
observation of the same chronic disease. 

The author, in discussing this matter as 
he has done, conceives perfectly well the 
possibility of being perhaps suspected of 
some most objectionable sort of self-iute- 
rest: but he feels himself strong enough in 
the consciousness of his own sentiments, 
and of his social position, to not be led 
astray by such a fear from frankly commu- 
nicating his scientific views and benevolent 
intentions to his foreign Urethren in the art 
of healing. 

Here it seems proper to remark that four 
physicians are at present assigned to the 
service of the Pyrmont waters. Three of 
the number, Mr. Mencke, Mr. Steiumitz, 
aud Mr. Lyncker, are settled on the spot, 
while the author of these pages lives usual- 
ly at Hesse Cassel, but, like the late Mr. 
Marcard, passes at Pyrmont that part of the 
year which is by preference called the sea- 
son, that is to say, from the second half of 
June to the first days of September. For, 
although neither the drinking springs, nor 
the baths, are inaccessible at any time to 
those, who from imperative reasons may 
wish to make use of them during the other 
months, still it is true that all particular 
preparations of comfort and agreeableness, 
not, of course, to be considered as quite in- 
different in a medical point of view, can 
only be calculated on for the ten or twelve 
weeks of the said period. Thus, it is only 
at the middle of June that the musicians 
arrive from Bohemia, and that the greater 
tables d‘héte are arranged, while the the- 
atre usually does not open before the first 
or second week of July. 
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THE LANCET, 


Londen, Saturday, September 8, 1838. 

Amone the most formidable obstacles to 
the progress of science is the prejudice 
which leads some men to denounce new doc- 
trines, to disbelieve facts that have never fal- 
len within the scope of their own experience, 
to shut their eyes on evidence, and to declare 
the demonstration of a new principle con- 
trary to the laws of Nature—an impossi- 
bility. These reasoners circumscribe their 
vision within the narrow horizon of actual 
knowledge, and see in the future only a 
repetition of the past. How slowly were 
the doctrines of the “ circulation” received ? 
A new truth is looked upon with as much 
jealousy as a “ new man ” in an aristocracy, 
and has often to pass through two or three 
generations ere its nobility is entirely accre- 
dited. 

Yet there is no lack of novelties. Facts, 
conjectures, principles, and theories, are 
every year born, or revived, to sink, like the 
indestructible matter of the ancients, into 
Orcus, and again to see the light. Animal 
magnetism, for instance, under one form or 
other, has lived, and died, and seen several 
resurrections. The belief in spiritual 
agency—in magic, in witchcraft, in the 
action of one living body on another inde- 
pendently of the senses—has been held by 
the superstitious from time immemorial. 
This belief assumed a definite form, and 
was applied to medicine by the Neo-Plato- 
nician in the first century of the Christian 
era. ZoroasTeR had pronounced in the Zend, 


“the divine word to be the surest means of | 


curing disease ;” and Tarcuas restored sight 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, reason to 
the mad, motion to the palsied; ApPoLonius, 
of Tyan, even raised several persons from 
the dead. Amulets, charms, and relics after- 
wards became the vehicles of the mystic 
agency. The royal touch, the sympathetic 
powder, Greatrake’s imposition of hands, 
were all modifications of the sovereign in- 








LIFE AND DEATH OF 


fluence. Some years after the miracles at 
the tomb of Francois pe Paris, and the 
diableries of Gassnen, ANToNY MesMER 
employed the magnet in the treatment of 
certain nervous diseases ; in 1773 he ascrib- 
ed magnetic force to all the bodies of the 
Universe, and then contended that he could, 
with or without contact, produce magnetic 
effects in the sick. He rallied all the ope- 
rations of superstition around an admitted 
scientific force, and appealed to the acade- 
mies of Europe. He cured young CEsTERLIN 
of convulsions, Baver of ophthalmia, and, 
according to his own account, a young girl— 
Parapis—of amaurosis; but this cure was 
warmly disputed, and he left Vienna with 
the disgust of an unhonoured prophet, to 
reap an ampler reward in Paris. A Com- 
mission was named by the Royal Society 
of Medicine, but Mesmer would not submit 
his discovery to the decisior of a society ; 
he challenged the Faculty of Medicine toa 
therapeutic trial, the Faculty to name a 
certain number of patients, and to treat half 
of them, while the other half remained 
under his care. D’Eston, physician to the 
Count of Arrots, threw down the gauntlet 
in favour of Mesmer’s doctrines, and was 
expelled from the Faculty for a year. The 
Court smiled, the Queen advised Mesmer to 
remain, and the Minister offered him a pen- 
sion of 40,000 francsa year if he would 
impart his methods to all the physicians 
designated by Government. He refused, 
quarrelledwith D’Eston, grown a formidable 
rival, and departed for Spa, but his friends 
in Paris recailed him, and founded a School 
of Magnetism, Forty persons paid down 
100 Louis each, and were initiated; their 
example was soonimitated by 55 more, who 
promised to preserve the secret religiously, 
and constituted the Order of Harmony. 
Innumerable patients were attracted; ladies 
of the first quality were among the most 
sanguine votaries of animal magnetism ; and 
Mesmenr, it is said, realised 400,000 francs 
in an inconceivably short space of time. 
Ficaro, ina letter to the Cownt Atma- 
vivay On the crisis of animal magnetism, de- 














licately observed,—“ Mesmer peut donc con- 
“ tinuer @étre un pauvre homme, mais il ne 
“ sera jamais un homme pauvre.” Commis- 
sions were named in 1784, by the Society of 
Medicine, the Academy of Sciences, and the 
Faculty of Medicine ; but they were refused 
admission to the “ Salle des Crises,” by 
Mesmer, while D’Eston, far from shunning, 
courted inquiry and publicity, Mesmer 
had been deceived,—he was an impos- 
tor, D’Fston a dupe. The Commission as- 
cribed the effects to the imagination, and 
the feelings excited by the performance. A 
tree was “magnetised” at Passy, in the 
garden of Dr. Frankuin, one of the Com- 
missioners, and a boy aged twelve years was 
introduced; he was led to four trees not 
magnetised, and like O’Key, in the experi- 
ments at Bedford-square, fell into the crisis 
at the wrong moment. D’Eston accounted 
for the untoward accident by saying that the 
trees had probably become spontaneously 
magnetic. Jossiev was the only Commis- 
sioner who refused adhesion to the report. 
Animal magnetism made rapid progress 
in the hands of the Marevis of Puysecur, 
but the patients, instead of being assembled 
round a tub, were collected in the open air, 
under the dense foliage of venerable, wide- 
spreading trees. Other phenomena were 
observed,—the patients fell into the magne- 
tic sleep, saw the internal structure of their 
own bodies, and prophesied. Butas we are 
not writing the history of animal magnetism, 
we shall only observe that innumerable 
cases, histories, and treatises have appeared 
on the subject in Germany and France. 
Wonder upon wonder has accumulated, and 
the “‘ science” has many followers. Rostan 
and Georcet, two esprits forts, as they are 
denominated in France, and men of incon- 
testable talent, were two of the proudest 
proselytes, their conversion one of the great- 
est miracles. Rostan detailed several ex- 
periments, which appeared to him quite 
conclusive, in his “ Treatise upon Hygicne,” 
and entered largely into the question; but 
the prima donna of the exhibitions afterwards 
qecame the mistress of a medical student at 
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Salpetridre, and was a few years ago in the 
habit of amusing her amis, by relating the 
simple artifices employed in the deception. 
Cou.tet pe Vraumoret, a great Mesmerist, 
vaunting the efficacy of faith, ingenuously 
compares the magnetiser to “a sheep 
dreaming,”—un mouton qui réve,—and in 
fact the clairvoyance of the patient appears 
in some cases to be relative. 

The Magnetic Missionary of Britain, 
Baron Durorer (if we are not misinform- 
ed, it was simply M. Durorer in Paris ; the 
deis perhaps an interpolation, intended to 
conciliate English prejudice) has been for- 
tunate. Mesmerism never before made any 
impression or any progress in England. 
Under his auspices it has gained many con- 
verts in the ranks of science. Members of 
Parliament, lords, philosophers, physiolo- 
gists, flocked to the experiments, and those 
who could not believe were confounded ; 2 
Committee comprising members of the Royal 
Society undertook its investigation; Mr. 
Herpert Mayo and Dr. Larpner wrote in 
favour of the doctrines, and expatiated on 
the philosophy of discovery. Under these 
circumstances we deemed it our duty to 
submit to our readers full reports of the ex- 
periments as conducted by Dr. Extrotson, 
at the North London Hospital, and subse- 
quently to examine the question experimen- 
tally, with the intention, if the phenomena 
were real, to make Tue Lancet contribute 
to their acceptation in this country. Carefal 
investigation and a consideration of all the 
experiments have convinced us that the phe- 
nomena are not real, and that animal magne- 
tism is a delusion; we shall, therefore, lose 
no opportunity of extirpating an error, 
which in its nature, applications, and conse- 
quences is pernicious. 

How does the question stand? The ex- 
istence of somnambulism, and catalepsy, 
and delirium, is admitted on all hands ; and 
it is an elementary troth that one human 
being can affect another; that the whole sys- 
tem can be agitated in a great variety of 
ways, and driven into action voluntarily 
and involuntarily. But all these influences 
8H 
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act through the senses ; they are submitted 
to laws of distance, Xc., and under the same 
circumstances, give rise to phenomena which 
only differ in intensity in different individuals. 
The mesmerists assert that the body can be 
influenced independently of the senses, inde- 
pendently of the intellect, independently of 
anything that can excite the imagination ; 
that in this respect it is like iron to the 
magnet, acted upon as an unconscious thing 
is acted upon, and thrown into mesmeric 
sleep, catalepsy, motion, delirium, by an 
unseen waive of the hand, a look, a sove- 
reign grasped for a minute, or water in 
which the fingers have been dipped. Now, 
we never declared any of these things im- 
possible, we never denied the possibility of 
clairvoyance, allgemeine Klarheit, or the 
prophetic power; but we demanded evi- 
dence adequate to the improbability of the 
alleged phenomena. And how great is that 
improbability ! 

O’Key lays her hand upon a sovereign, and 
is fixed, or prostrated to the earth. We lay 
our hands upon the same sovereign and per- 
ceive no such influences; other persons place 
their hands on the mesmerised sovereign, 
and no effect is produced ; a thousand per- 
sons handle the metal and remain unaffect- 
ed; gold is exchanged, in the mesmeric 
state (necessarily),in every part of England, 
by all classes of persons, and has been so ex- 
changed for centuries, and sometimes in 
large “* mesmeric batteries ;” but no indivi- 
dual, so far as is known, has ever been 
thrown into a state of catalepsy by it, or ex- 
hibited the mesmeric phenomena : the‘experi- 
ence of mankind is in the one scale, the 
O’Keys in the other, Arguing from the 
uniformity of effects on the human body, 
the connection of the phenomena, and the 
action of the mesmerists on the sovereign 
are infinitely improbable: the probability 
against the reality of the connection can 
scarcely be expressed in numbers. It is pro- 
bable that the sun will rise to-morrow, be- 
cause the sun has risen uniformly at the ap- 
peinted hour nearly 2,000,000 of times, 
within the historical experience of mankind, 





and the sun has never failed to rise. There 
is no chance in favour of the assertion, but 
a person may declare that the sun will 
never rise again; just as it has been pre- 
dicted that the world will end in 1849, or 
some other year; and as we should only 
say that the thing, though not absolately 
impossible, is infinitely improbable; the same 
might be said with respect to the facts that 
O’Kev is fixed by gold, that her negro can 
foretell events, or that she can see with the 
back of her hand. 

It is in this spirit of cautious scepticism, 
as it appears to us, that the question of 
mesmerism should be approached. At an- 
other time we may analyse the experiments 
recorded in the last Laxcer, and show that 
they entirely destroy all the facts adduced 
in this country iv favour of that delusion. 
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To the Editor of Tne Lancer, 

Sir:—The interest I feel as a member of 
the Board of Guardians of the Kensington 
Union, in any of its proceedings which may 
form a subject of public comment, must 
present my apology for addressing to you 
this communication, 

It is not my intention to impute to your 
correspondent “ Justitia et Misericordia,” a 
wilful misrepresentation of facts in connec- 
tion with the medical arrangements by the 
Board in question, but I will take the liberty 
to observe that greater misstatements it has 
never been my misfortune to peruse. 

Allow me then, first, to observe that the 
imputations upon Dr. Kay are as false and 
gratuitous as the attack upon Mr, Chionock. 
Mr. Mott was the Assistant-Commissioner at 
the time when the districts were formed and 
the salaries allotted for the medical depart- 
ment, and in the recent changes and arrange- 
ments Dr. Kay has taken no greater share 
than yourself, 

Your correspondent observes that in the 
second month of the reign of Chinnock the 
“ potent,” the “ reverend,” and the “ grave,” 
he called the attention of the Board to the 
comparative labours of Messrs. Wilson and 
Marshall, with the view to show that the 
services of the former, who was his “ own 
particular private friend,” were not sufli- 
ciently well paid ; and he proceeds to state 
that “ the too-credulous Board adopted his 
view of the case, and proposed a considerable 
increase upon the salary of the officer for the 
north (Chelsea) district, and recommended 
such increase to the Commissioners, by whom 
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it was refused.” As a body of Guardians 
we may, Sir, be as “ credulous” as your cor- 
respondent imagines, but I beg to inform 
him that as yet we have not arrived at that 
state of simplicity when we may be induced 
to believe such a perversion of truth as that 
which is contaived ia the statement I have 
quoted, 

The facts, Sir, are these :—In the month 
of October last the relieving and medical 
departments of the Union became the sub- 
ject of reference to a committee consisting 
of ten Guardians (of which committee I had 
the honour to be chairman), and I can bear 
my cunscientious testimony to the individual 
zeal and desire of those gentlemen not only 
to protect and provide for the unfortunate 
objects of parochial bounty, but also to se- 
cure to the medical officers of the Board a 
fair and ample payment for their professional 
services. It was the opinion of a large ma- 
jority of Guardians that the sum of £700 
a year would present a proper remuneration 
for attendance upon the sick poor of the 
Union, and the amount in question having 
been discovered by the committee to have 
been inequitably distributed in the first ap- 
portionment, they unanimously resolved to 
recommend to the Board an alteration to the 
extent and for the reasons which will be 
found in the following extract from their 
report. After stating the number of patients 
relieved in each district, and the salary as- 
signed to its medical attendant, the commit- 
tee proceed to observe that a “ total number 
of 779 patients has been under the care of 
the medical officers of the Board, of which 
number it is important to observe 322 are 
assigned to the gentleman who has the North 
Chelsea Division, while the remaining num- 
ber of 457 possesses the advantage of six 
officers to discharge the duties in question. 
This glaring disproportion between labour 
and remuneration induced your committee 
to consider the propriety of its more equal 
distribution, and they proceeded to inquire 
as to the expediency of attempting a reduc- 
tion of the allowances made to the medical 
o fiicers who have the smaller numbers under 
their care; and after fully considering the 
subject in all its bearings, although the com- 
mittee believe that it would be very desir- 
able to re-discuss the question with refer- 
ence to that particular object, a short time 
previous to the next annual election, they 
deem it impradent at the present period to 
attempt to disturb those contracts which 
possess the authurity of legal sanction, and 
may probably be found to be supported by 
facts sufficient to justify, in this early part 
of their operation, that they should not be 
condemned as improvident or injudicious. 
With respect, however, tothe North Chelsea 
Division, they entertain an opinion that the 
immediate consideration of its peculiar posi- 
tion is imperatively demanded by the Board. 
The committee discussed the subject of in- 
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crease of stipend with a feeling that it 
would be very desirable to avoid its adop- 
tion if the claims which an equitable recog- 
nition of services performed by Mr. Wilson 
could be satisfactorily adjusted by the con- 
tinaed payment of his present annual allow- 
ance alone, but as your committee believe 
that the Guardians were under a misconcep- 
tion of the onerous duties to be performed 
in this particular district when the appoint- 
ment was made, and that the Board itself 
could not, upon the principle that labour 
and remuneration should be co-equal, have 
assigned a salary which bears oo proportion 
to duty, your committee resolved unani- 
mously to recommend that Mr, Wilson's 
salary be increased by the sum of £25 per 
annum.” 

Thus, Sir, you will perceive that the 
“considerable increase” to the “ particular 
private friend” of the “reverend” Mr. 
Chinnock, amounted to the “ considerable ” 
sum of £25, the payment of which was not 
as your correspondent asserts, refused to be 
sanctioned by the Commissioners, but re- 
commended to be added as a bonus at the 
expiration of the then contract with Mr, 
Wilson, if the same disproportion between 
labour and remuneration should continue to 
exist. I will only add that the amount was 
paid. 

Your correspondent informs us that he 
has refrained from animadverting upon his 
facts “‘ in pity to your readers ;” I will do 
so in pity to himself. He also adds that 
“ every man in Chelsea not a medical man, 
cries shame upon the medical arrange- 
ments.” Will he permit me to inquire what 
they also cry? I am informed that it is for 
the appointments, 

In conclusion, I would apologise for the 
length to which I have extended this letter. 
Your correspondent, among others, is aware 
that Mr. Chinnock can speak for himself; 
but permit me to add that among the pleas- 
ing recollections I have in connection with 
my introduction to the Kensington Union 
Board, as one of its original members, may 
be named the circumstance that there I cul- 
tivated the acquaintance of my “reverend ” 
friend,—a friendship formed and entertained 
for him by reason of his unwearied industry 
and zeal, and his unquestionable integrity 
of purpose. It is gratifying that when an 
anonymous writer calls such a man an “ np- 
start,” the men of Chelsea are crying at the 
same time “ shame,” 

I will not stop to inquire your correspon- 
dent’s name, or whether he has more than 
ove; mine, Sir, and I am not ashamed 
of it, is 

Joun Liston, 


14, Upper Southwick-street, 
August 28, 1838, 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir:—In the 22nd No. of your Journal, 
Mr. Wood has undertaken to reply to the 
report made by me upon the mesmeric ex- 
periments as conducted by Dr. Elliotson 
upon Jane O’RKey. It may be as well to 
inform your readers, that this gentleman 
performed no part in the experiments al- 
luded to, whatever he might have done, as 
the assistant or pupil of Dr. Elliotson, in 
former experiments. In this instance, how- 
ever, he wishes to ripen himself into the 
form and attitude of a principal in the de- 
fence of mesmerism, and begins his es- 
capade by making an attack upon myself, as 
false as it is malignant, for in his comments 
upon my report he impeaches the purity of 
my motives in language discreditable to him- 
self as a critic, and particularly so as @ 
member of our common profession. If I 
had assailed his character as a gentleman, 
or his motives as a mesmeriser ; if I had 
insinuated that he was lending himself to 
the diffusion of mesmeric doctrines at the 
time when he knew them to be unsound ; if 
I had, in the most remote degree, attacked 
him in any of these particulars, then would 
there be some reason for his attack upon 
myself, As I witnessed the experiments, 
so have I reported them, and I have yet to 
be convinced that the impressions then 
formed by me, were either of a mistaken 
character, or one tittle less in truth than as 
they were represented. I now forgive Mr. 
Wood for his offensive tirade, while I respect 
him for the enthusiasm he manifests upon 
the doctrines taught him at the University 
Hospital, and received by him during his 
recent pupilage at that institution ; and fur- 
ther, I express my regret in being obliged to 
differ from him upon so abstruse a subject 
as mesmerism. 

While Dr. Elliotson was propagating 
mesmerism as a science, and urging its re- 
ception as a truth, he complained of its con- 
demnation by persons who had not witness- 
ed his experiments, at the same time inviting 
all persons who took an interest in the sub- 
ject to come and see for themselves, and 
when did so, he honourably allowed 
them the fullest latitude in the expression of 
their opinions. As one of the multitude of 
inquirers, who took advantage of this invita- 
tion, I witnessed many of the experimeats, 
and reported upon them, and I do not know 
whether I can be impeached with any breach 
of etiquette, or bad faith, ir making my 
opinions public, provided that such opinions 
were given upon the actual facts, as they 
appeared in the experiments. 

My report of the 27th of July was correct 
in all its particulars, omitting nothing that 
was important, and relating only those ex- 
periments as they were performed on Jane 











MR. LEESON ON ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


O’Key. The following one relates to the 
experiments conducted on the 30th follow- 
ing, by Dr. Elliotson, upon Elizabeth O’RKey, 
and which were condemned by me in the last 
paragraph of my former report, as unworthy 
of investigation. These are the ones which 
I am charged with forgetting, because Mr. 
Wood plumes himself that they are conclu- 
sive in favour of his adopted opinions. But 
we shall see. 

Elizabeth O’Key being introduced, in the 
presence of a few gentlemen, was instructed 
to draw some water into four wineglasses 
from the tap ; she did so, after which Dr. 
Elliotson sent her to sleep by holding his 
fingers before her eyes; in a few minutes 
she awoke, presenting the ecstatic delirium ; 
she was then desired to drink of the water in 
the glasses which she had previously drawn, 
and when she did so no effect was produced ; 
she was now ordered out of the room, and 
in her absence Dr. Elliotson introduced his 
fingers into the third part of a wineglass of 
water ; he then withdrew them, and rubbed 
the glass inside and out with his fingers, 
and also breathed several times into and 
about the glass; after which it was put 
down on the table as being fairly mesme- 
rised. O’Key was now recalled, and de- 
sired to drink of all of them ; when she did 
so, no effect was produced either by the one 
which was mesmerised or those that were 
not. Here, then, was a complete failure ; 
the gentlemen who were present can speak 
to the accuracy of this statement. 

The next experiment was between one 
glass of the mesmerised water and three 
glasses of cold water, mixed with hot. It 
is true she did not go off upon the warm 
water which was produced by the mixture 
of the hot and cold, nor did she upon the mes- 
merised one. It is asserted, that in these ex- 
periments there was an equalisation of tem- 
perature ; this was not so, nor was the 
equality of temperature attempted to be 
regulated by the application of a thermome- 
ter. O’Key knew too well, for she has had 
long practice, the difference between the 
warm water so produced, and the mawkish 
and insipid taste which belongs to water 
which is said to be mesmerised, This se- 
cond experiment, as any one must have seen, 
terminated in nothing but confusion and 
failure. 

Now for the third and last experiment, 
the hot iron affair. Mr. Woolridge, I be- 
lieve, undertook the management of this 
one. He procured a heated iron, and a 
very queer way he used it, for he let it cool 
Jirst, and warmed one of the sovereigns with it 

Dr. Elliotson then warmed an- 
other one, by keeping it in his hand for 
some time, and then put it down in juxta- 
position with the roasted one of Mr. Wool- 
ridge. It turned out, however, that Dr. 
Elliotson’s happened to be the warmer of 
the two, for when U’Key seized the latter, 
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she was so powerfully mesmerised that she 
did not recover for any further experiments. 

I now merely remark, that such bunglings 
I never before witnessed, as were exhibited 
in the manner in which they were conduct- 
ed; yet, bad as they§were, they were all 
against the reception of animal magnetism 
as being founded on anything like an un- 
questionable basis. Why do not some of 
ourable and scientific experimentalists as- 
sist in proving the truth or falsehood of 
these doctrines, which, if established to be 
true, would develop new wonders to the 
mind of the physiologist, and, if found to be 
false, would disclose the possibility of men 
of the very highest rank and station for 
their scientific acquirements being persuaded 
away from their natural penetration and 
sagacity, into the belief of doctrines which 
neither genuine experiments, nor the de- 
ductions drawn from the simplest precepts 
of reason, can in any way substantiate ? 
That the O’Keys can be proved to be im- 
postors, I have not a shadow of a doubt, and 
that the time will come when the curious 
and inquiring will be righted in their 
opinions upon this strange and interesting 
subject.* 

In conclusion, I care but little whether 
my report of the experiments of the second 
day be acceptable or not ; to me, and to every 
dispassionate mind, it ought to bring con- 
vincing evidence that the doctrines of mes- 
merism have no foundation, and are only 
calculated to please those whose credulity 
is greater than mine, and should Mr, Wood 
be again fierce upon the new cases which I 
have given, I trust he will select language 
more becominghis station as a gentleman, 
if not out of respect to that profession 
of which I have the honour to be a member. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant 

Joun Legson, 

August 29th. 





SECONDARY SYPHILIS, 
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To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sir :—I beg to transmit you, for insertion 
in Tue Lancet, the accompanying history 
of a patient, who has been under my observa- 
tion for the last four years. I am your most 
obedient servant, 

Joun Jackson, M.D., 
Member of the Faculty of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Glasgow, and Lecturer 
on Medical Jurisprudence, &c. &c. 
25, Maxwell-street, Glasgow, 
July, 1838. 





The subject of this case is a poor widow, 
60 years of age. The whole of the nose, 
with the lachrymal bones, a considerable 
portion of the superior maxillary bones, the 
spongy bones, and the hard and soft palate, 





* This letter was received last week.—Ep. L. 
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have been removed by ulceration and exfo- 
liation, leaving a large opening capable of 
admitting the open fingers. The alveolar 
processes of the upper and lower maxillary 
bones have been completely removed. Over 
the centre of the frontal bone there is a lerge 
depression, the consequence of repeated 
exfoliations. The eyes have been deprived 
of their eyelids and the cornea of both is 
so opaque, that she can hardly distinguish 
light from darkness. She speaks with diffi- 
culty, but her daughter understands what 
she says ; her hearing is much impaired and 
her sense of smell is nearly, but not wholly 
gone. The arms and hands are much ema- 
ciated, and their joints very flaccid, Over 
the right scapula there is a large ulcer, 
through which several pieces of bone have 
passed. The whole body is much attenu- 
ated. 

The commencement of her complaint she 
dates fourteen years back, when it attacked 
first the nose, and spread very rapidly to the 
other parts, large quantities of bone com- 
ing away at various intervals. At that time 
she was salivated by mercury, and took 
large quantitiesof sarsaparilla, but without 
checking the progress of the disease. She 
says, that she had not taken mercury ante- 
cedent to the disease commencing on the 
face. She blames her husband for improper 
conduct towards her. 

Remarks.—This case shows to what a 
dreadful extent secondary syphilis will 
proceed, in spite of mercury, sarsaparilla, 
&ec., in a patient, in whom the primary 
symptoms have not been treated with mer- 
cury. Whether the disease would have 
advanced so far if mercury had been had 
recourse to in the first instance, the case of 
course cannot decide, but it shows that the 
extensive exfoliations of bone cannot, in 
this instance, be attributed to mercury, but 
to the effects of syphilis. 





BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Tuesday, August 14th, 1838, 


Dr, Weuster, President. 


Tue minutes of the last meeting having 
been read and confirmed, 

G. P. Heyward, Esq., surgeon, of Egham, 
was elected an ordinary member of the 
Association: 

The President laid before the Council a 
communication which he had received from 
the Glasgow Medical Association, of which 
the following is a copy :— 

Glasgow, July 30, 1838. 

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your interesting letter of the 4th instant, 
and beg to inform you that I lost no time in 
laying it before the Glasgow Medical Asso- 
ciation, 
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The first poiut in your letter to which our 
Association directed its attention, was the 
clause recommending “ a junction, if possi- 
ble, of all medical reformers into onc Asso- 
ciation, as the best means of increasing their 


to interfere by legal enactment in its sup- 
pression may tend to give quacks even 
greater notoriety than they at present pos 

sess, and may raise those who ought to 7 be 
beneath our contempt, to something like the 


influence and moral power,” and without | dignity of martyrs. Those that argue thus 
giving you an oficial statement of our deli-| would propose to extinguish quackery by 
berations, the following may be considered | raising the standard of education amongst 
as an indication of our feelings and opinions. , ‘the people. The majority, again, think this 
Agreeing as we «do in the general advan- | a refinement inapplicable to the present cir- 
tages to sectional bodies of having a metro- | cumstances, and contend that something 
politan centre, we cannot shut our eyes to | stringent is needed, and that throughout the 
the fact, that ours is an Association yet in its| United Kingdom a positive enactment is 
infancy, having a fair prospect, certainly, of | loudly called for. To effect such a purpose 
of advancing to considerable namerical | a general register of all legally qualified 
strength, but on that very account an insti-| practitioners seems an approximation to the 
tution which ought not to take such a step | desired end. 

as that of all at once ceasing to existasa; Before concluding this mere outline of 
separate body, until at /east it had arrived | our opinions, I may state the unanimous sa- 
at greater maturity, and had ascertained the | tisfuction felt by our Association at the ap- 
wishes of the many practitioners in this vi- | parently successful issue to which you have 
cinity who are about to give their cordial so far brought the Poor-Law question. 
co-operation to advance the cause of “ Na-| Knowing the determined and powerful op- 
tional medical reform.” We respect the position you had to encounter, we heartily 
talents, the zeal, and the public worth of the | congratulate you on its seeming termination. 
British Medical Association, and we shall | I have the honour to be, Sir, your very faith- 
never be found to yield a reluctant support | ful servant, 

to the great measures they contemplate, but (Signed) James Mackte, Sec. 
till the nature of our union be better under- P.S. At your suggestion a petition to 


stood, we would beg to maintain our indivi- | 


duality without relaxing one iota of our 
ardour to make the utmost exertions ia the 
common cause. 

A hint from the British Medical Associa- 


both Honses of Parliament, praying for a 
‘“* National Faculty of Medicine,” and that 
some steps may be adopted for the suppres- 
| sion of unlicensed practitioners, is about to 
be forwarded.—J. M. 


tion will at all times stimulate us to exer- | : : 
tion, and we hope that, though remaining a | The Dublin College of Surgeons. 
separate body, yet being united for the fur-| The attention of the Council was drawn 
therance of the same great ends, the re-| to the Report of Dr. Maunsell to the Dublin 
presentation of our wishes to your Council | College of Surgeons, on the fate of the Irish 
will obtain a ready consideration, and (if | Medical Charities Bill. A copy of the Re- 
concurring with = a prompt exertion to! port had been sent from Dublin to the Pre- 
promote what we all reckon to be national | sident, by which it appeared, that Dr. Maun- 
schemes. Of the important objects stated | sell and his coadjutors on this side of the 
in your letter, we believe none would confer | Channel had been labouring very zealously 
a greater boon on the profession than the | in “ their vocation,” viz., to support the in- 
establishment of a “ National Faculty of | terests and moponolies of the several Colleges 
Medicine ;” for so long as there are separate | of Surgeons, and to endeavour to obtain 
and distinct licensing bodies, having an in- | more extensive powers than they at present 
terest apart and entirely opposed to that of | possess. Dr. Maunsell and the Dublin Col- 
the profession, so long will there be differ-| lege having experienced a most determined 
ent grades, great abuses, and general dissa- | hostility to their views from the members of 
tisfaction. A petition, then, for such an in-| the English and Scotch Colleges, practising 
stitution is in a state of preparation. I may | in Ireland, found it necessary to modify the 
further state, that though we entertain cer- | obnoxious 16th clause of the Bill, by which 
tain opinions as to the machinery by which | members only of the Dublin ae could 
such a Board might be advantageously ma-| have been eligible to the Irish charities. 
naged, yet if anything more definite than the | Dr. Maunsell, it seems, was willing to allow 
short outline transmitted to us has been | members of the other Colleges to be eligible 
drawn up by your Council, we should feel | as candidates, provided their qualifications 
greatly obliged by having it forwarded. were adjusted to the standard of the Dublin 
We entirely concur with you in the neces-| College. For this purpose he proposed a 
sity for a British Pharmacopoeia, which we | conference upon the subject between the 
think would very much cenduce to render | Colleges of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin. 








the profession more identical in its interests 
and pursuits. On the subject of quackery 
I may state that certain differences of opinion 
exist among our members,—some urge that 





At this conference, which was heli in 
London in April last (the delegates being 
Sirs Astley Cooper, A. Carlisle, and B. 
Brodie, of London; Sir G. Ballingal and 
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Mr. Wood, of Edinburgh ; and Dr. Maun- 
sell and Mr. Porter, of —— it was 
finally agreed that the Colleges should en- 
deavour to procure “ a general measure for 
the regulation of the profession of surgery 
throughout the three kingdoms, securing to 
the holders of their diplomas equal rights 
and privileges to practise surgery through- 
out the British dominions.” A certain sche- 
dule was also agreed upon, “ as containing 
a minimum of the course of education and 
examination to be pursued for the obtaining 
of their diplomas.” There are some re- 
marks at the conclusion of Dr. Maunsell’s 
Report, worthy of a better cause than that 
of monopoly :—* My views, however, ex- 
tend much farther, and lead me to think 
that this College (of Dublin) should contem- 
plate not merely ifs own corporate advan- 
tages, but that it is bound to do its best 
for the interests of the medical profession 
generally throughout Ireland, and that those 
interests would be best consulted by estab- 
blishing a uniformity of education and privi- 
leges among the medical bodies of the empire. 
This uniformity, if freely and liberally es- 
tablished, could not fail to create a union of 
interests, not only among the medical cor- 
porations, but among all medical men in the 
British dominions; and such union must 
have the effect of improving the condition of 
all. Those who have considered the past 
and present state of the medical profession, 
cannot but be struck with the fact, that it is 
declining in public opinion ; and those espe- 
cially who have had occasion to communi- 
cate with the Government or the Legislature 
respecting matters affecting its interests, 
must have perceived that both it and its 
members were thought entitled to but a very 
trifling degree of consideration. If proof 
were wanting of this, it would be only ne- 
cessary to refer to the treatment of the 
English medical men by the Poor-Law Com- 
missioners. 
Now this should not be; the ‘aches of 
the profession are daily increasing in know- 
ledge and usefulness; why should they be 
hourly declining in influence and rank? The 
explanation must be sought in the atter 
want of union which exists among them. 
I would be dis- 
mA to amet our assisting in the at- 
tainment of a general measure, convinced as 
I am that had the members of the profession 
one centre to unite the expression of their 
wants and diflicalties, and were that centre 
in friendly communication and union with 
the English and Scotch bodies, it would be 
utterly impossible that those wants and 
difficulties should remain unattended to by 
the Government or the Legislature.” 

A short discussion took place on the Re- 
port, and on the views of the College and of 
Dr. Maunsell, but it was deferred till another 
meeting of Council, in consequence of the ge- 
neral meeting now taking place. 





The Poor-Law Question. 

A variety of communications were re- 
ceived from different parts of the country 
on this subject. An interesting letter was 
read from Mr. Ceely, of Aylesbury, re- 
gretting his inability to attend the general 
meeting of the Association ; he says,“ I re- 
gret this the more, as I find from Mr. Farr 
that the Parliamentary Poo:-Law Commit- 
tee (in their Report to the House) make no 
recommendation of a Medical Commissioner, 
and as this has been, with most who have 
attended to the subject, and all who have 
given evidence, except Dr, Kay, considered 
a cardinal point, I do hope our efforts to 
obtain that, and Medical Guardians or Asses- 
sors, &c., will be perseveringly continued. 
I am convinced, from close and long.con- 
tinued observation of parochial and union 
authorities, in the country especially, that 
general or even special ‘ Directions’ to 
Boards of Guardians ou medical matters 
will be perpetually altogether evaded, or 
but unsatisfactorily performed without the 
intelligence and authority of at least the 
Medical Commissioner, So convinced am I 
of this, that if I thought the profession 
would be satisfied with increased remunera- 
tion alone,—this placebo, this sop in the 
pan,—and cease to contend for the institu- 
tion of greater respectability and more efli- 
ciency in the medical department of the 
Poor-Law, I shall greatly regret I was 
even remotely instrumental in producing 
such a result. Without the Medical Com- 
missioner, and the Medical Guardians, As- 
sessors, or Referees, the poor and the pro- 
fession will continue to be the slaves and the 
victims of the Boards of Guardians. * * 
I say it advisedly, that in too many places 
the poor require to be protected from their 
guardians and their doctors! * ° ° 
I do hope we shall be able to secure Mr. 
Wakley’s aid, supported by the British Me- 
dical Association, in procuring so indispen- 
sible a means of superintendance, control, 
arbitration, and adjustment. I am sure I 
ought to apologise for saying so much, when 
I know this matter is so well understood, 
and has been so well advocated by some of 
your members ; my desire has been to assure 
you that our views are unaltered, our opi- 
nions unchanged. I have every confidence 
in the skill, energy, tact, and perseverence 
of our great parliamentary general, but we 
must actively support him.” 

A communication had been received by 
the President from Mr. Bedingfield, of 
Stowmarket, inclosing an account of the 
unjust treatment {he had received from the 
Guardians and Poor-Law authorities, in 
consequence of his independent conduct, 
and his endeavours to protect the interests of 
the poor and of his professional brethren in 
his neighbourhood. As Mr. Bedingfield’s 
statement was originally intended for Tue 
Lancet, it was resolved that it should be 
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forwarded to the Editor, with the view of 
its being more generally made known. 

The President had also received a letter 
from Mr. Heyward, of , containing 
statements in proof of the laxity shown by 
the Poor-Law authorities in appointing me- 
dical officers to Unions without due regard 
to | gps and professional character. 

second communication was received 
from Mr. Scarnell, of St. Osyth, in Essex, 
showing the very inadequate remunera- 
tion which he received for his parochial 
medical duties, and mentioning other cir- 
cumstances conoected with the Union to 
which he belongs. 


August 28th. 

The Council were chiefly occupied this 
evening in routine business, and in making 
the necessary arrangements for the ap- 
proaching anniversary, and the election of 
the Council. 








BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 


SECTION E.—MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
PRESIDENT, 
T. E, Headlam, M.D. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS, 
Professor William Clark, M.D.,F.G.S, 
John Yelloly, M.D., F.R.S. 
John Fife, Esq. 
SECRETARIES. 

T. M. Greenhow, Esq. 
J. A. Vose, M.D, 

MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE. 
P. M. Roget, M.D., F.R.S. 
A. B. Granville, M.D. F.R.S. 
R. S. Sargent, M.D. 
B.T. Evanson, M.D., M.R.1.A. 
C, J. B. Williams, M.D. 
J. C. Pritchard, M.D., F.R.S. 
John Baird, Esq. 
Martin Lynch, M.D. 
N. T. Smith, M.D. 
William Fife, Esq, 
Robert D. Thomson, M.D, 
James Carson, jun.,M.D. 
John Reid, M.D. 
Robert Reid, M.D. 

The eighth meeting of the British Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, 
commenced its sectional sittings, on Mon- 
day the 20th, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
The admirable and liberal arrangements 
which have been made by the local committee 
are beyond all praise, and contrast strong! 
with all those which have preceded it, wi 
the single exception of that at Edinburgh. 
In noticing the proceedings of the medical 
section, we cannot refrain from mentioning 
that Dr. Headlam, the Mayor of Newcastle, 
upon whom many of the arrangements, not 
only with reference to the medical proceed- 
ings, but alsoas to the popular amusements, 





devolved, has given general satisfaction by 
his urbanity and liberality. One of the 
elegant towns in the empire, by the extra- 
ordinary enterprise of a few individuals, 
and more especially of Mr. Grainger, New- 
castle bids fair to serve as a model for archi- 
tecture, and for the proper ventilation of its 
dwellings. The accommodation for the 
Association could not have been exceeded 
by the metropolis itself, and we questiou if 
@ great majority of the members of the As- 
sociation will not return to their houses, 
astonished that Newcastle should not have 
attracted far more of public attention from 
its elegance, wealth, and science. New- 
castle has long boasted of a scientific society, 
publishing transactions termed the Newcas- 
tle Natural History Society. It now pos- 
sesses a medical school, but we are sorry to 
add, that it is still disgraced by an unre- 
formed Corporation of Surgeons and Barbers. 

The only paper of any consequence read 
on Monday last, was the following :— 

Dr. John Reid’s account of “An Ex- 
perimental Investigation into the Functions 
of the Eighth Pair of Nerves.” This 
communication contained some of the prin- 
cipal results which Dr. R. has obtained 
since the last meeting of the Association, in 
prosecuting this inquiry. Dr. R. chiefly 
confined himself to the pulmonary and gastric 
branches of the nervus vagus. Both vagi 
were divided and a portion removed in 
sixteen dogs, for the purpose of observing 
the effect upon the lungs. In ten of these, 
a portion of both recurrents was also remov- 
ed. In the greater number of these, which 
were fully grown, and in all in which the 
precaution was taken of introducing a suf- 
ficiently large tube into the trachea, no 
dyspnoea immediately followed the section 
of these nerves. In other experiments not 
included in the above number, great dys- 
pnoea followed, when either the arrestment 
of the movements of the muscles of the 
arytenoid cartilages prevented the entrance 
of an adequate supply of air into the lungs, 
or when the tube introduced into the trachea 
was too small. When, however, a sufficient 
quantity of air reached the lungs, the re- 
spirations were at first performed with ease. 
The only immediate and constant effect ob- 
served was, a great diminution in the num- 
ber of the respiratory movements, which at 
the same time became slower and more 
heaving. When the number of respirations 
was from sixteen to twenty in a minute 
before the commencent of the experiment, 
they in general immediately fell to from six 
to eight. In one dog in which they were 
from twenty-four to twenty-eight, they im- 
mediately fell to fourteen; and in another 
dog in which they were twenty-four, they 
fell toeight. At a longer or shorter period 
after section of the nerves, the inspira- 
tions became more heaving and prolonged, 
while the expirations continued to be com- 
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paratively short and rapid, and attended by 
a sound caused by the sudden expulsion of 
the air. At this time, the number of re- 
spirations in some cases was still farther di- 
minished, while in others they remained 
nearly of the same frequency until the death 
of the animal. In one dog in which the 
respirations were from six to seven in a mi- 
nute, immediately after section of both vagi, 
they were afterwards from four to five only. 
The inspirations still become more heaving 
and prolonged, the blood is less perfectly 
arterialised in the lungs, and the arteries 
circulate blood gradually approaching the 
venous character, the animal becomes 
dull and stupid and dies asphyxiated. 

In tracing the morbid changes in the 
lungs which follow section of the vagi, Dr. 
R. has satisfied himself, not only from ob- 
servations made in the sixteen experiments 
referred to, but also in others where the 
animals were killed at shorter and longer 
periods after division of the nerves, that the 
blood-vessels of the lungs become gradually 
loaded with blood, and that this, in a few 
cases, is the only change which can be ob- 
served after death. More frequently, how- 
ever, this congestion of the lungs gives rise 
to effusion of serum, which, in the bronchial 
tubes, is rendered frothy by the passage of 
the air throngh it, to condensation of por- 
tions of the lung without any apparent 
effusion of lymph, and, more rarely, to true 
pneumonia. In two cases a portion of the 
lung became nous. The respiratory 
murmur is little, if at all, changed for a 
short time, but it afterwards becomes bron- 
chial, and when the effusion of serum takes 
spe the true crepitant rile may be heard. 

t appears, however, that these morbid 
changes in the lungs do not necessarily take 
place after section of both vagi and recur- 
rents. Inadog which was killed in pre- 
sence of Dr. Alison, twelve days after sec- 
tion of the vagi and recurrents, and which 
had apparently recovered from the effects of 
the operation, the lungs were found per- 
fectly healthy, though the respiration was 
still slow and heaving. On dissecting the 
nerves after death, the distance between 
the cut ends of the left vagus was one inch 
one line, and the distance between those of 
the right was one inch two lines. Inanother 
dog which died eight days after section of 
both vagi, apparently from inanition, the 
lungs were also found healthy. Dr. R. be- 
lieves that the diminished frequency of the 
yey | movements is sufficient tu ex- 
plain all the morbid changes in the lungs. 
As the flow of blood through the lungs is 
dependent upon the continuance of the re- 
spiratory process, the great diminution in 
the activity of the respiratory movements 
must be followed by a retardation and con- 
gestion of the bloodin the lungs. This con- 
gestion of blood is, on principles well 
known, generally followed by effusion of 





serum, and also predi the internal or- 
gans so circumstanced to various morbid 
changes. It is evident, from these experi- 
ments, that the par vagum are important 
nerves in transmitting those impressions to 
the medulla oblongata made at the mucous 
surface of the langs, which excite the re- 
spiratory muscular movements. Dr. R. 
stated that he has satisfied himself that ani- 
mals deprived of all volition by prussic 
acid, alcohol, and blowing air along the 
carotids towards the brain, will continue to 
breath after the section of the vagi and re- 
currents ; yet,as it has been asserted by 
Dr. Marshall Hall, on the authority of 
Cruveilbier, that if the vagi are cut after 
removal of the hemispheres of the cerebrum, 
or in other words, after the animal has been 
deprived of sensation and volition, the re- 
spiratory movements are instantly arrested, 
he thought it necessary to repeat the expe- 
riment. He has removed the hemispheres 
of the cerebrum and the lobes of the cerebel- 
lum, and then cut the vagi and recurrents, in 
several puppies and kittens without arrest- 
ing the respiratory movements. In these 
experiments it was, however, observed, that 
though section of the vagi did not arrest the 
respiratory muscular movements, they were 
much diminished in frequency. In one 
kitten in which the respirations were forty 
in the minute, after removal of the cerebrum 
they instantly fell to between three and four 
in the minute on dividing the vagi. While 
these experiments illustrate the great im- 
portance of the par vagum as excitors of 
respiration, they also prove that there are 
other nerves which can transmit those im- 
pressions to the medulla oblongata, which 
excite the involuntary respiratory move- 
ments, and Dr. R. stated some facts to show 
that one of the most important of these was 
the larger root of the fifth pair distributed 
upon the face. 

Dr. R. related some experiments which 
had afforded him very satisfactory evidences 
of the continuance of digestion after the 
division of the vagi and recurrents on four 
dogs. In one dog, which was killed twelve 
days after division of the vagi and recur- 
rents, and four hours after he had been fed 
on butter, the lacteals and thoracic duct 
were full of chyle, In one dog, which died 
eight days after the division of the nerves, 
and which was opened immediately after 
death, the thoracic duct and several lacteals 
were found full of chyle. A similar appear- 
ance was observed in another dog which was 
killed eight days after the division of the 
vagi. In a dog which died twelve days 
after division of both vagi and recurrents, 
Dr. R. satisfied himself that he ate a much 
greater quantity of food than what he 
vomited, and that a great deal of that 
vomited was in a half-digested state, and 
reddened litmus paper. In all the experi- 
ments which Dr, R, made on this subject 
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upon dogs, the functions of the digestive 
organs were uniformly much deranged at 
first, and for three or four days after section 
of the nerves they eat sparingly, and for the 
first two days the vomiting was in general 
frequent, and the food vomited, though 
sometimes retained iu the stomach for several 
hours, was unchanged, In four dogs, which 
lived beyond the fourth day, the vomiting 
continued even after they had begun to eat 
freely and with obvieus relish, when the 
gastric juice was undoubtedly secreted, and 
apparently in sufficient quantity. In the 
dog already referred to, which was killed 
twelve days after section of the vagi, the 
vomiting had almost disappeared, and he 
was recovering his flesh and strength very 
rapidly, though the breathing continued 
equally slow and heaving. 





munication of last year he stated that he had 
frequently verified the observations of Petit 
and others, that when the vagus is divided 
in the neck in those animals in which the 
sympathetic is combined with the vagus, as 
in the dog, that the conjunctiva becomes 
inflamed, the pupil contracts, and the eye- 
lids are partially closed. At that time he 
stated that he supposed that the contracted 
pupil and half-closed eyelids were conse- 
quent upon the inflammation of the con- 
junctiva. He has attended more carefully 
to this subject, and has watched the effects 
of removing the superior cervical ganglion 
of the sympathetic in the dog, and dividing 
the trunk of the sympathetic in the neck 
before it joins itself intimately to the par 
vagum, as can be done in the cat, From 
these experiments he is satisfied that the 


From these experiments he concludes | contraction of the pupil takes place imme- 
that, though by the injary of the vagi, a/ diately after section or injury of the sympa- 
deleterious influence is propagated down- | thetic, and before the inflammation of the 


wards upon the stomach, yet, if the animal 
survive long enough, this gradually goes off, 
and digestion proceeds as before. It is 
also, he believes, sufliciently apparent from 
these experiments that the integrity of the 
vagi is not necessary for the secretion of the 
gastric juice. In some comparative experi- 
ments upon the rapidity of absorption from 
the.inner surface of the stomach in animals 
in which the vagi has been divided, he has 
satisfied himself that alcohol, tinct. opii, and 
prussic acid, when injected into the stomach, 

roduce their deleterious effect as rapidly 
in these animals in which the vagi have 
been cut as when they have been left entire. 
In fact he has seen animals in which the 
vagi were left uninjured recover from doses 
of narcotic substances, which proved fatal 
in other animals of equal strength, but in 
which the vagi had been cut. This can be 
easily explained when we remember that 
the impaired activity of the respiratory pro- 
cess will aid the effects of the narcotic sub- 
stances. It is stated by Sir b. Brodie that 
the usual wate:y and mucous secretions are 
not thrown out from the mucous surface of 
the stomach and intestines when an animal 
receives a poisonous dose of arsenic after 
section of the pneumogastrics. He has made 
five comparative experiments on this point 
with different results, selecting two dogs of 
nearly equal strength for each experiment, 
and taking the precaution of ensuring a free 
ingress of air into the lungs of the one in 
which the vagi were divided. From these 
and other experiments, already referred to, 
he concludes that the integrity of the par 
vagum is not necessary for the continuation 
of the usual secretions from the inner surface 
of the stomach and intestines, and that if 
these secretions are at all dependent upon 
nervous influence for their elimination from 
the blood, this function can be performed by 
the sympathetic after a portion of the vagi 
has been removed in the neck. Ja the com- 





conjunctiva presents itself, and continues 
after the inflammation has disappeared, 
Accompanying and synchronous with the 
contraction of the pupil we find the third 
eyelid at the inner canthus of the eye, forced 
over a part of the cornea, and the eyelids 
partially closed. The pupil, though con- 
tracted, is not motionless, for it continues to 
contract and dilate as before when exposed 
to a stronger or a feebler light. 

Some discussion arose after this paper 
was read, in which Professor Owen took 
part, with regard to the process of digestion 
in the cases alluded to by Dr. Reid, from 
which it appeared that the proofs, although 
not chemically correct, were as precise as 
those of Spallanzani and Hunter. 
EXPERIMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 
CAUSE OF THE SOUNDS OF RESPIRATION 


By Rovert Srirrar, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh,* 
(Abstract, communicated by the author, 
from a paper read before the British As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science, 

at Newcastle-on-Tyne, August, 1838.) 





Tue object of this communication was to 
show that the theory of Laennec, in regard 
to the cause of respiratory sounds, viz., that 
all those known by the terms vesicular, 
bronchial, tracheal, as well as the cavern- 
ous and amphoric respiratory sounds or 
murmurs, are caused by the friction (frotte- 
ment) of the air against the walls of the 
air cells, bronchial tubes, trachea, and of 
cavities of different dimensions, has never 
been proved; that the few experiments 
which have been advanced in support of it 
are very far from establishing the conclu- 
sions which have been deduced from them ; 


* Read at the British Association, Newcastle, by 
Dr. Jchn Reid. 
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and that it is highly le that, accord- 
ing to the theory of M. Beau, of Paris,* 
these sounds either owe their existence to, or 
are, in fact, produced or modified, by the 
transmission or reverberation of a sound 
which takes place in the superior respira- 
tory passages, and which has been termed 
the “ guttural” respiratory sound. It was 
stated that great similarity existed between 
this sound and that produced by a pair of 
bellows, when blown, and that this was ad- 
mitted by Laennec ; it was also noticed that 
a similar sound could be produced by blow- 
ing air through almost any tube, differing in 
tone and intensity, according to the diame- 
ter or shape of che aperture, the force with 
which the air is made to issue from it, or the 
nature of the materials of which it is com- 
posed. 

In support of the first theory it was ob- 
served, that the best experiment was thet of 
Magendie, in which air was blown into the 
lungs by means of a pair of bellows, and in 
which sounds, resembling the respiratory 
murmurs, were perceived, and from which 
M. Magendie drew the conclusion, that be- 
cause air passed to and from the lungs dur- 
ing this experiment, as well as during re- 
spiration, accompanied by a sound similar 
to the murmur of respiration, therefore the 
respiratory sounds are produced by the fric- 
tion of the air against the parietes of the air 
tubes and cells through which it passes. 

The experiments of M. Beau, in support 
of his particular theory, it was noticed, 
were very open to objections, and did not 
bear out very clearly the conclusions at 
which he arrives, thus accounting, perhaps, 
for the neglect which his particular view of 
the subjecthas met with. For the purpose 
of obviating these, and showing in a more 
distinct manner, if possible, the probable 
truth of this theory, to a certain extent at 
least, several experiments apparently calcu- 
lated to prove this in a less objectionable 
manner, were devised. 

Ia the experiments performed to test the 
theory of M, Beau, no stream of air was al- 
lowed to pass through those parts, the sub- 
ject of observation, which were only allowed 
to become, and :emain distended with air, 
while at the same time the sound produced 
by the issuing of the air from an air-con- 
densing apparatus, or from the mouth, and 
which very nearly resembles that produced 
by the bellows, which, as before stated, is 
similar to the guttural sound, was found to 
have passed freely, in one experiment, 
throughout an artery eighteen inches in 
length, and to be perceived very nearly, if 
not quite, as Joud in this as in another artery 
connected with it, and through which a 
current of air passed. In another experi- 


ment, in which the lungs of a lamb were 
used, sounds analogous to the tracheal, 
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»bronchial, and vesicular respiratory mur- 
murs, were distinctly perceived, although no 
current of air passed along the air tubes, or 
cells; and in the case of a bladder attached 
to one of the great bifurcations of the 
trachea, a sound louder than that in the 
bronchial tube was perceived, when the for- 
mer was contracted to about an inch anda 
half, or two inches,—feebler when larger, 
and assuming, as its size was increased, a 
gentle, shrill, ringing, amphoric character. 
In these different observations no current of 
air passed along the parts the subjects of 
examination, but was conveyed away in a 
manner which it is unnecessary here to 
describe. 

These experiments were not advanced to 
prove that the guttural sound, or that which 
takes place in the superior respiratory pas- 
sages, is the only source of the sounds per- 
ceived during respiration, but to show that 
in all probability it exeris a considerable 
influence, if not in producing, at least in 
modifying, the different respiratory sounds 
known as the vesicular, bronchial, tracheal, 
cavernous, and amphoric respiratory mur- 
murs, all of which have hitherto been ex- 
plained according to the views of Laennec. 








BEETLES IN THE MOUTH. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—Having only just received the num- 
bers of your invaluable periodical for the 
last month, I hasten to reply to the commu- 
|nication of an anonymous correspondent 
| concerning a case of mine. Had it not been 
for the prejudicial influence such errors 
might have acquired through the medium 
of Tue Lancet, if unnoticed, I should 
have treated the writer with the silence he 
deserves. But as I believe the feeling 
which induced him to fabricate such state- 
ments is evident to all who have read them, 
I shall confine my remarks to that portion 
which is interesting to the profession, con- 
fident that truth is a sufficiently powerful 
antidote to neutralise anything he may have 
invented. 

The extract from the “ Lincoln Gazette”’ is 
full of erroneous statements, and it was on ac- 
count of them, and the additions it received 
from the editor of the “Stamford Mercury,” 
that I addressed to him a short explanation 
of the fact which others consider so remark- 
able. Your correspondent has omitted the 
first seven and last two lines of my letter; 
the latter I will supply forhim. ‘The case 
is thoroughly known here,” &c. 

This, I fear has excited hisenvy. The 
six following lines are correct, the rest are 
invented by Mr, Anonymous. 

I will now state the case, and afterwards 
endeavour to answer the queries which close 
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the letter, 
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James Boyears, xt.67, horse dealer, seven 
ears ago injured his neck by striking his 
ead against the lintel of a stable-door, 

when on horseback ; ever since which pe- 
riod he has been partially paralysed, and 
has declined gradually during the past win- 
ter, being compelled to keep his bed. On 
March 18th last, he requested me to examine 
his mouth, which he described as being very 

nful. I found the left canine tooth of the 
ower jaw denuded to the bottom of its 
socket (the external lamina of bone forming 
the socket being deficient, ) the gums on each 
side, and below the tooth, up to the lower 
lip ulcerated deeply. I did not remove the 
tovth, but directed lint saturated with lotio 
calcis chlor., to be constantly applied. I 
visited him two or three times a week, and 
observed the ulcer proceed but slowly, 
causing little pain, 

On April 29th, he informed me that he 
had suffered severely during the last two 
days, and could scarcely bear the smell that 
proceeded from his mouth. Having depress- 
ed the lip, I saw the ulcer had increased in 
size, and in one part had advanced so deep- 
ly, as to penetrate the skin under the lower 
lip. The tooth had fallen out of its socket, 
which was occupied by what at first appear- 
ed to be a brown stump (his teeth being of 
that colour); thinking this might cause irri- 
tation, I removed it with the forceps, and 
then the nurse saw as well as myself, 
that it was a dead beetle. Having met with 
such an unexpected intruder I searched 
further, and found an ovum occupying the 
situation of the next bicuspid tooth, a stump 
of which had fallen out, and was lying 
with another ovum at the bottom of the ulcer. 
After this period, to the patient’s death, 
which occurred on May 9th, he expressed 
himself much relieved, and testified to many 
of the facts here asserted. I took the beetle, 
&c., home, and preserved them in alcohol. 
Many individuals, both professional and 
otherwise have seen them, and are satisfied, 
If the gentleman who has given so much 
creditto rumour should not live too far 
from me, and would favour me with a call, 
I will show them to him. 

If the above be not sufficient answers to 
the queries of your correspondent, I will 
state them more clearly. 

1. An ulcer in the gums and inside of the 
lip, must be inside the mouth. 

2. The bottom of an ulcer is the lowest 
part thereof. 

3. The sockets of teeth continue to exist 
even in old age, as in this instance, for two 
or three days after the teeth have fallen out. 

4. The instrument used was the forceps. 

Having answered these questions seriatim, 
and as seriously as their importance de- 
mands, I would only add, that the attention 
of the Entomological Society was called to 
the case by the Rev. F. W. Hope, on Mon- 
day June 4, and from the report of that 
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meeting, as published in the “Globe” of 
June 6, it appears, that “ this complaint, 
known by the name of the beetle disease, is 
very rare, but in this instance is analogous 
with the pickle cases in Ireland and Swe- 
den. As with parasites in dogs and other 
animals, these insects only attack those per- 
sons in whom from very great prostration 
of strength there is predisposition to decay.” 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Joun Mortey. 
Barton-upon-Humber, 
August 1838. 





MORISON’S PILLS. 

Tue following is an additional example of 
the benefits conferred upon mankind by the 
Hygeian philanthropist. Had we lived in 
the good old times when a man was com- 
pelled “ to do unto himself as he had done 
unto others,” the Hygeist would have been 
forced to swallow a peck of his own pills, 
and thus relieve society of his presence. 
Now-a-days, however, when the poisoning 
of a few humble individuals is altogether 
thrown into the shade by the wholsale 
effects of “ dietaries and water gruel,” the 
career of Morison will not be checked until 
a few persons of note shall have fallen vic- 
tims to his cupidity. Ia the interests of the 
poor and unprotected, we fervently say,— 
adveniat cito dies. 

DEATH AOCELERATED BY MORISON’S PILLS. 


(From the Nottingham Review. 

On Wednesday an inquest was held at the 
house of Mr. George Brewster, the sign of 
the Shakspeare Cottage, at New Lenton, to 
inquire into the death of Anthony Ibbotson, 
formerly a well-known exciseman of that 
place. 

Mary, wife of the said George Brewster, 
deposed that deceased lived next door to 
her, was a pensioner, about 64 years of age 
and during the last three weeks had lived 
quite alone in his house. About 11 o’clock 
on Monday morning last, she went into his 
house, and saw him sitting in a chair, look- 
ing dreadfully ill ; asked him how long he 
had been ill; he replied, since 10 o’clock. 
Made him some gruel, and attended to other 
matters for his comfort. By his desire left 
him alone, as he said he would knock for 
her when he wanted her. Saw him again 
that night, at 8 o’clock, when he complained 
of great pain in the lower part of his bowels. 
On Tuesday morning, about 7 o’clock, he 
got up and came down stairs, but he said he 
was very bad. Made him some broth of a 
rabbit received from his daughter, which he 
drank ; he then appeared very bad, and 
smoked his pipe ; he afterwards vomited as 
much as two quarts of green fluid, and then 
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lay down again ; that was about 12 o’clock. 
Asked him if his daughter should not be 
sent for, Wrote a letter to request his niece 
to come, as he said she could best be spared. 
He gave witness’s daughter half-a-crown to 
buy two boxes of Morison’s pills with, as 
she returned from the post-office, and while 
she was gone witness took him up a cup of 
tea, which he drank, and she again left him. 
On her daughter’s return with a packet of 
pills, and 3d., in change, she went to him 
again, and found him with a little stool close 
by his bedside on his knees upon the stool, 
as if at prayer, and his head on the bed, 
lying on his arms ; called in a neighbour, 
and lifted him on the bed, but he was quite 
dead. He had vomited a quart of greenish 
matter or fluid, and lay in it; this was about 
7 o’clock in the evening. He was a penurious 
man, and was under no proper medical treat- 
ment. He was in the habit of taking Mori- 
son’s pills: had heard him speak very highly 
of them. On Monday, he told her he had 
taken 10 pills, and that he ought to have 
taken 20. He was much emaciated, and 
suffered great pain. He was possessed of 
a little property, and witness was one of 
his tenants. He told witness that he thought 
his illness came on from painting a tenant’s 
house last week, 

Mr. R. Davisen, surgeon, said that he had 
examined the body of the deceased, and had 
found no marks of external violence ; upon 
opening the body, he found the stomach and 
bowels in a highly inflamed state, with a 
quantity of thin yellow fluid, and upon ex- 
amining the fluid, he found it to contain a 
certain quantity of aloes, but principally 
gamboge, which are two medicines of a very 
violent and drastic nature, and such as, in 
his opinion, were highly injurious to a per- 
son of the emaciated and delicate constitu- 
tion of the deceased. Witness was also of 
opinion that the inflamed state of the bowels 
and stomach was the cause of his death, but 
whether the medicine would cause the in- 
flammation he could not say, but such me- 
dicine would cause and increase infamma- 
tion, and was an improper medicine to 
give him. Upon examination of the pills, 
they were found to contain gamboge and 
aloes, which were the same ingredients 
which he detected in the stomach. The 
powder contains, amongst other ingredients, 
cream of tartar, or tartaric acid, and cin- 
namon, but he could not state precisely 
without making an analysis of the contents. 
The examination was made in the presence 
of Mr. Marriott, surgeon, and assistant. 

Verdict—“ That the deceased died from 
natural causes, but that his death was ac- 
celerated by taking Morison’s pills.” 


We are informed that the deceased was 
so prepossessed in favour of Morison’s pills, 
that during his life he may be said to hav e 
taken pecks of t hem, 
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FREQUENT INOCULATION OF 
SMALL-POX IN ENGLAND. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—In a late Number of Tue Lancer is 
ublished an account of the revaccinations 
n the Prussian army during the year 1837, 

by which the power of the vaccine disease 
as a preventative of small-pox is forcibly 
demonstrated, and its utility to that kingdom 
clearly manifested. On reading this state- 
ment I was naturally struck with the great 
contrast which at present exists between 
this nation and Prussia, as regards the 
appreciation and benefits of vaccination. I 
think, Sir, that the Prussian physicians 
would scarcely believe it if they were told 
that whilst they were enjoying, so eminently, 
in conjunction with the greater part of the 
world, the blessings resulting from the dis- 
covery of vaccination, in England, the land 
of its origin, thousands annually perish from 
small-pox, and that in almost every parish 
vaccination is rejected by a large proportion 
of the inhabitants, and inoculation practised 
with impunity by any one who chooses to 
adopt it. 

With all due deference I would venture to 
call the attention of the different medical 
associations established in the kingdom to 
the subject, as being one of deep professional 
as well as national interest. 

To say nothing of its existence elsewhere, 
the small-pox has been prevaleut in the 
southern counties for upwards of two years, 
and is now raging, with unusual severity, in 
many places. During last winter a case 
occurred iu this place, and, notwithstanding 
every endeavour was made to prevent con- 
tagion, matter was taken from the patient 
by a woman who sat up with her through 
the night, and in the course of a few days 
many hundreds were inoculated ; in due time 
the disease became general, and many lives 
were lost. I mention this as an example of 
the present state of vaccination in the coun- 
try. In the above manner is the small-pox 
continued from town to town and parish to 
parish. The law, as it now stands, affords 
no protection either to the medical man or 
the public, and unless some change takes 
place it is but too evident that the time is 
fast approaching when, as in days of old, 
the small-pox will become again a deforming 
and fearful scourge among us. 

Secondary cases after inoculation have 
become very common, which seems to indi- 
cate that our constitutions are becoming 
more susceptible of the disease. 

The policy of a legislative interference to 
prevent inoculation altogether, becomes now 
a question, but surely it is to be deeply 
regretted that the propagation of so fearful 
a disease as the small-pox should be open 








to the discrimination of the ignorant and 
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tion, which is the great evil. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 


J. D. Jerrery, Surgeon. 
Sidmouth, Aug, 21, 1838, 





SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 


Sir:—Although I firmly believe that vac- 
cination does prevent, in certain constitu- 
tions, the occurrence of small-pox, still I 
cannot think it by any means a certain pre- 
ventive which so many sanguine “ Jenneri- 
ans” have held it out to be. I have lately 
attended four patients labouring under va- 
riola, and as there are some circumstances 
connected with them which, in my opinion 
will weaken the faith placed in vaccination 
(and thereby spur us on to further reseaches, 
into the subject), I have taken the liberty 
of transmitting them for publication in your 
valuable Journal. I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your constant subscriber, 


A. B. Mappock, 


80, Judd-street, Brunswick-square. 





On the Ist of June I was called to attend 
the eldest child ef Mrs. W—n, 39, Hadlow- 
street, who complained of fever, together 
with the other symptoms which usually 
precede variola, As soon as the eruption 
appeared the mother took the other three 
children, by my advice, to the Small-pox 
Hospital, and had them vaccinated ; there 
were four insertions made in each of the 
arms of the children. In the course of 
seven days a large vesicle became fully de- 
veloped in the place of each insertion, sur- 
rounded by a well-marked eflorescence ; in 
fact, these cases presented all the symptoms 
which the vaccine virus is capable of pro- 
ducing. The small-pox, however, made its 
formidable appearance just at the very time 
when the vaccine pustules had arrived at 
their full height ; the variolous disease and 
the vaccine vesicle extended simultaneously, 
and this, too, in the fall rigour of their re- 
spective powers, thus claiming, in defiance 
of each other, a peculiar right to settle in 
the system. 


P.S. Since writing the above my atten- 
tion has been directed to a similar case for- 
warded to you by my friend, Mr. Wilkin, of 
Walton, to whom I was formerly assistant. 
I am glad to find that my opinion is sup- 
ported by so able a practitioner. 





DEATH OF DR, A. THOMSON. 


r adiced hmong the lower classes. The 


law, whieh rendered it penal to expose a 
child having the small-pox, is perfectly use- 
less, and has no power to prevent inocula- 


OBITUARY. 

We regret to have to announce the death, 
at Paris, of Dr. Alexander Thomson, son 
of Professor A. T. Thomson, of University 
College. Dr. A. Thomson was an ardent 
cultivator of medical science, and devoted 
with enthusiasm to the cause of medical 
reform. 





BOOK RECEIVED. 


Chemistry of Organic Bodies, — Vege- 
tables.. By Thomas Thomson, M.D., Ac. 
Bailliére, London, 8vo., pp. 1076. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tne correspondent at Jersey, one in 
N. B., and others in England, who have seut 
questions relative to their means of remedy 
against debtors under the new Act for abo- 
lishing arrest, will find their inquiries fully 
answered in an edition of the Act which has 
been published, with a preface and notes, in 
acheap form, by Mr. Wells, the barrister, 
and might easily be obtained through any 
bookseller. The replies would occupy too 
much space for insertion in our columns. 
The Act does not extend to Jersey, nor to 
Scotland or Ireland, but parties residing in 
those countries of course can exercise the 
powers of the new Act against debtors in 
England. 

The communication of Dr, Hancock in our 
next Number. 

The Report in our last Number renders it 
unnecessary for us to publish the remarks of 
Mr. Evans. With regard to the statements 
in which the name of Sir Philip Crampton 
has been used, we have been assured “ that 
the account contained an exact report of 
what occurred on the occasion, and that the 
words and observations ascribed to Sir 
Philip were given verbatim, without the 
slightest alteration, as they came from the 
lips of that gentleman, in the presence of se- 
veral witnesses, who may not be surprised 
to hear that Sir Philip is a disbeliever of 
‘apimal magnetism,’ but who might be 
astonished to hear him allege that he did 
not make the remarks which he is reported 
to have uttered,” 

An Old Subscriber. Yes, he is legally 
qualified, The diploma is not necessary to 
render the appointment legal. 

The pamphlet on Medical Reform was re- 
ceived, and shall be noticed. 

Communications have been received from 
Professor Dieffenbach, Berlin; Mr. P. Ben- 
net Lucas, Mr. Wood, Mr. Chinnock, Mr. 
Birch, Mr. Hare, Mr, Morrah, and Justitia 
et Miserecordia, 











